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THE DUTCH GENERAL ELECTIONS OF
OCTOBER 2025 AND NEW GOVERMENT

Abbreviations

PVV: Partij voor de Vrijheid (Party for Freedom)

VVD: Volkspartij voor Vrijheid en Democratie (People’s Party for
Freedom and Democracy)

NSC: Nieuw Sociaal Contract (New Social Contract)

BBB: BoerBurgerBeweging (Farmer-Citizen Movement)

D66: Democraten 66 (Democrats 66)

CDA: Christen-Democratisch Appel (Christian Democratic Appeal)

GL-PvdA: GroenLinks-Partij van de Arbeid (GreenlLeft-Labour Party
Alliance)

NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization

GDP: Gross Domestic Product

EER (EEA): European Economic Area

DENK: Meaning “Think” in Dutch, political party name




BUILD-UP TO THE ELECTIONS

AND THE CAMPAIGN

Build-up
to the Elections and
the Campaign

On the 29th of October 2025, general elections were held in the Netherlands. This
snap election was caused by the collapse of the previous government, which consisted
of the PVV, VVD, NSC and BBB parties and was headed by an unaffiliated prime minister
in ex-civil servant Dick Schoof. As with the government that came before it (Rutte IV), the
Schoof government fell on the topic of migration, when veteran parliamentarian Geert
Wilders - whose far-right PVV rose to a landmark 37 seats in parliament in 2023 - dee-
med the government too soft on migration and accused the other parties of obstructing
tougher measures.

The Schoof government'’s short tenure - coming in just shy of a full year in office - was
marked by hostilities between governing parties, public spats and constant controversy.
This was once again confirmed when NSC later decided to also pull out of the alread-
y-defunct government over the war in Gaza, leaving just VVD and BBB to cover until the
elections with just 31 seats (~20%) in parliament.

It is with this turmoil and general negativity in the back of their minds that voters and
political parties approached the elections in October. For this reason it wasn't just is-
sues such as migration, the housing shortage and international security that drove the
campaigns, but also the idea that politics should be more positive and constructive. In
the end, the two parties generally considered to be the most ‘centrist’ - the progressive
liberals (D66) and moderate Christian democrats (CDA) - managed to capitalize on this,
with D66 narrowly beating out PVV with just 30.000 votes to become the largest party
for the first time in their history.
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OCTOBER 2025 AND NEW GOVERMENT

Results and
Formation of the
New Government

THE DUTCH GENERAL ELECTIONS OF ‘

Overall, the 2025 elections were marked by two things: a general shift back to the
political center and a fracturing of the far-right bloc. Rob Jetten, the energetic and young
leader of D66, was to become the youngest prime minister ever, and the first one to be
openly gay. However, it remained to be seen if he could take the positivity of his cam-
paign - which strongly drew from Barack Obama’s campaign in 2008, especially with its
motto “Het kan wel” (trans. “It can be done”) - and carry it through the formation period
and into the new government.

Cooperation between the two biggest winners of the elections, CDA and D66, see-
med relatively simple due to their similar campaigns. But in order to reach a majority,
they would need both the conservative liberals VVD and progressive social democrats
GL-PvdA on board. This quickly turned out to be impossible, as VVD categorically bloc-
ked any cooperation with GL-PvdA. Faced with a choice to extend the formation period
and potentially break the deadlock or to move forward, the decision was made to form
a minority government with D66, CDA and VVD. With just 66 seats (44%) in parliament,
this would be the first true minority government in Dutch history.

Reactions to this new government were mixed: on the one hand, the speed and de-
cisiveness of the formation marked a clear break with the recent past, in which parties
would spend months negotiating and arguing to eventually reach a deal that suited no
one. On the other hand, the decision to proceed with a minority government would be a
step into the unknown with no guarantee that the government would garner enough sup-
port for their plans from the opposition, especially when those plans would presumably
include budget cuts to fund the military spending necessary to reach the new NATO
requirement. Nevertheless, on the 30th of January 2026, the three parties presented the-
ir plans (“Aan de slag’, trans. “Let’s get to work”), and on the 23rd of February, the new
cabinet Jetten was officially inaugurated.




POLICY GOALS OF THE
NEW GOVERNMENT

Policy Goals of the
New Government

The policy goals of the new government primarily revolve around three major issu-
es: security, housing and migration. Starting with security, the reasons behind this are
clear: the war in Ukraine, growing global tensions and recent uncertainty regarding the
USA's commitment to Europe have put security and defense at the forefront of political
discussions. Moreover, the increased NATO spending requirement provides a concrete
budgetary challenge, with the Netherlands' defense spending currently sitting at exactly
2% of GDP. With the fiscally conservative VVD in charge of both the Ministry of Defense
and the Ministry of Finance, the coalition parties plan to cover the increase in defense
spending with austerity measures (mainly) targeting health care, social security and go-
vernment.

The second priority of the new government is fixing the ongoing housing crisis in the
Netherlands. For years, housing prices have been increasing and the process of building
more affordable housing has repeatedly not reached set goals. A full explanation of this
issue is beyond the scope of this text, but it is important to note the entanglement of
this problem with other pressing issues. For instance, the amount of land covered by the
agricultural sector as well as the sector’s nitrogen emissions reduces space to build new
houses. The discussion of reforming the agricultural sector - something D66 pushed for
- led to the rise of the BBB, a pro-agriculture party that swept the previous house electi-
ons in 2023 and participated in the previous government. The topic of migration is also
present in the housing discussion as migrants compete for the same supply of houses.
Asylum seekers in particular pose a challenge due to the fact that they are often priori-
tized for social housing to relieve the pressure on asylum centers, which is perceived as
unfair by anti-migration parties such as BBB and PVV.
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THE DUTCH GENERAL ELECTIONS OF
OCTOBER 2025 AND NEW GOVERMENT

The New Government
and Migration

The third and final priority of the new government is migration. For years, the topic of
migration has dominated political debate in the Netherlands. The previous two govern-
ments fell over the issue, and the PVV’s landmark victory in the 2023 elections was driven
by its anti-migration agenda. As a result, most parties have shifted on migration in the
past years to recognize the need for additional measures. The new government intends
to work on this issue with both international and national measures. At the international
level, they support the European Pact on Migration and Asylum. At the national level,
they intend to implement stricter measures focused on punishing criminal behavior by
asylum seekers and reducing exploitation of migrant workers. Other planned measures
are aimed at facilitating asylum seekers and migrants in learning Dutch and finding a job.

One of the most high-profile problems with migration and asylum in the Netherlan-
ds is the dysfunctional asylum system. Large asylum centers in Budel and Ter Apel are
structurally overcrowded, which has caused organizations like Amnesty International to
take note of the terrible conditions for asylum seekers. On top of that, tensions betwe-
en asylum seekers and local residents have reinforced negative perceptions of asylum
seekers. In order to combat this, the Dutch government passed a law in 2024 to spread
the burden of housing asylum seekers more equally across the country. However, this
law is controversial: some national and local parties oppose its implementation - most
prominently Geert Wilders' PVV. The new government intends to uphold the law, but it is
unclear if and to what degree they will be willing to enforce it if encountered with local
resistance.




THE TURKISH PERSPECTIVE

The Turkish
Perspective

The Netherlands is home to allittle less than 500.000 people with a Turkish background.
Furthermore, around 5% of the asylum seekers and migrants that came to the Nether-
lands in 2025 were Turkish nationals. While it is hard to say what effect the policies
of the new government will have on the existing Turkish population of the Netherlands,
the intention to be stricter towards migrants and asylum seekers will also affect Turkish
people coming to the Netherlands in the coming years. However, the government also
recognizes the need for highly skilled migrants. Since most Turkish labour migrants now
fall into this category, there will presumably still be opportunities in the coming years
(Central Bureau for Statistics, 2025).

There is also a growing number of Turkish students coming to the Netherlands (up
from 580 in 2015 to 2.215 in 2024). Previous governments have introduced measures
to reduce the amount of international students in Dutch universities, mainly by forcing
more programs to be taught in Dutch rather than English. The new government intends
to abolish this rule, preferring to work with a maximum number of students for English-ta-
ught programs as well as a maximum number of students from outside of the EER. It is
currently unclear as to how exactly these measures will be implemented, but if they are,
this will reduce the opportunities for Turkish students to study in the Netherlands.

Finally, the political party DENK is generally associated with the Turkish community,
having been founded as a response to criticism of Turkish organizations active in the
Netherlands. It is therefore interesting for this text to discuss their perspective on the
elections. DENK’s campaign was characterized by a strong emphasis on foreign policy
and the Israel-Gaza conflict. Other than that, they focused on fighting discrimination,
racism and far-right extremism. In this, they positioned themselves directly opposite the
previous government and in particular Geert Wilders and the PVV.

The election resulted in them retaining their 3 seats in parliament with an exactly iden-
tical share of the votes. Due to their small size and viewpoints, they were not considered
as a coalition partner. But because the new minority government might be forced to rely
on different majorities across their tenure, there will undoubtedly be opportunities for
DENK to influence government policy.
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KISALTMALAR

Kisaltmalar

PVV: Partij voor de Vrijheid (Ozgirlik Partisi)

VVD: Volkspartij voor Vrijheid en Democratie (Ozgirlik ve Demok-
rasi icin Halk Partisi)

NSC: Nieuw Sociaal Contract (Yeni Sosyal Sézlesme)

BBB: BoerBurgerBeweging (Ciftci Vatandas Hareketi)

D66: Democraten 66 (Demokratlar 66)

CDA: Christen-Democratisch Appél (Hristiyan Demokrat Cagri)

GL-PvdA: GroenLinks-Partij van de Arbeid (Yesil Sol ve Isci Partisi
ittifaki)

NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization (Kuzey Atlantik Antlas-
masi Orgiti)

GSYIH: Gayri Safi Yurt igi Haslla
AEA: Avrupa Ekonomik Alani

DENK: Felemenkge “DUsun” anlamina gelir, siyasi parti adidir
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Secimlere Giden
Surec ve
Kampanya

Hollanda'da 29 Ekim 2025 tarihinde genel segimler yapildi. Bu erken segimin nedeni
PVV, VVD, NSC ve BBB partilerinden olusan ve basinda eski bir burokrat olan bagimsiz
basbakan Dick Schoof'un bulundugu bir 6nceki hUkimetin digmesiydi. Tipki kendisin-
den dnceki 4. Rutte hUkUmeti gibi Schoof hUkUmetinin digmesinin sebeplerinden biri de
go¢ meselesiydi. Bu siregte lideri oldugu asiri sagci PVV'nin 2023'te parlamentoda 37
sandalye kazanmasiyla tarihi bir basariya imza atan deneyimli parlamenter Geert Wil-
ders'in, hUkUmeti gé¢ konusunda fazla yumusak bulmasi ve diger partileri daha sert 6n-
lemleri engellemekle suglamasi etkili oldu.

Schoof hUkimetinin bir yilini bile doldurmayan kisa gérev siresine koalisyon ortaklari
arasindaki anlagsmazliklar, kamuoyu 6niundeki atismalar ve dinmeyen tartismalar dam-
gasini vurdu. Bu durum, NSC'nin daha sonra Gazze'deki savas nedeniyle fiilen dagilmig
olan htokUmetten ¢ekilme karari almasiyla bir kez daha teyit edildi. Bu kararin ardindan
VVD ve BBB, parlamentodaki yalnizca 31 sandalyesiyle (~%20) secimlere kadar yoneti-
mi Ustlenmek zorunda kald.

Segmenler ve siyasi partiler, zihinlerinin bir késesinde bu kargasa ve genel olumsuz-
luk havasiyla Ekim ayindaki segimlere yaklastilar. Bu nedenle kampanyalari yénlendiren
sadece gog, konut sikintisi ve uluslararasi guvenlik gibi sorunlar degil, ayni zamanda si-
yasetin daha olumlu ve yapici olmasi gerektigi fikriydi. Sonugta, genel anlamda en ‘mer-
kezci’ olarak kabul edilen iki parti —ilerici liberaller (D66) ve ilimli Hristiyan demokratlar
(CDA)— bu durumdan faydalanmayi basardi ve D66, PVV'yi sadece 30.000 oyla kil pay
gecerek tarihinde ilk kez en buyUk parti konumuna yiUkseldi.




SONUGCLAR VE
YENI HUKUMETIN KURULMASI

Sonuclar ve
Yeni Hiikiimetin
Kurulmasi

Genel olarak 2025 secgimlerine iki sey damgasini vurdu: siyasi merkeze dogru genel bir
kayis ve asir sag blokun pargalanmasi. D66'nin enerjik ve geng lideri Rob Jetten, Glkenin
gelmis gegmis en geng ve escinsel kimligini agik¢a yasayan ilk basbakani olacakti. Jet-
ten’'in kampanyasi, 6zellikle “Het kan wel” (¢ev. “MUmkin’) sloganiyla Barack Obama'nin
2008'deki kampanyasindan biyuk olgide ilham aliyordu. Ancak bu pozitif atmosferi
hUkUmet kurma sireci boyunca ve yeni hUkimet déneminde sUrdUrUp sUrdiremeyecegi
henUz belirsizdi.

Secimlerin en buyuk iki galibi olan CDA ve D66 arasindaki isbirligi, yiruttikleri benzer
kampanyalar nedeniyle gérece basit gorindyordu. Ancak ¢ogunluga ulasabilmek igin
hem muhafazakar liberaller VVD'yi hem de ilerici sosyal demokratlar GL-PvdA'yi yanla-
rina almalar gerekiyordu. VVD'nin GL-PvdA ile her tirlU isbirligini kategorik olarak red-
detmesiyle bu durumun imkansiz oldugu kisa sirede anlasildi. Bir yanda hikimet kurma
sUrecini uzatarak olasi bir ¢cikmaz agsma, diger yanda ise yola devam etme segenekle-
riyle karsi karsiya kalan D66, CDA ve VVD, bir azinlik hGkimeti kurma karar aldi. Parla-
mentodaki yalnizca 66 sandalyesiyle (%44) bu hUkimet Hollanda tarihindeki ilk gergek
azinlk hGkUmeti olacakti.

Bu yeni hukimete yonelik tepkiler karisikti: Bir yandan, hikimetin kurulmasindaki hiz
ve kararhlik, partilerin aylarca siren mizakere ve tartismalarin ardindan nihayetinde
kimseyi memnun etmeyen bir anlagsmaya vardigi yakin gecmisten net bir kopus anlamina
geliyordu. Ote yandan, azinlik hikimetiyle yola devam etme karari bilinmeze atilmis
bir adimdi; zira htkUmetin, 6zellikle de yeni NATO sartini karsilamak igin gereken askeri
harcamalari finanse etmek amaciyla bitge kesintileri icermesi 6ngoérilen planlarina mu-
halefetten yeterli destek bulabileceginin higbir garantisi yoktu. Yine de 30 Ocak 2026'da
Ug parti planlarini (“Aan de slag”, gev. “ise koyulalim”) sundu ve 23 Subat'ta yeni Jetten
kabinesi resmen géreve basladi.
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Yeni Hiikiimetin
Politika Hedefleri

Yeni htkimetin politika hedefleri U¢ ana konu Uzerinde yogunlasiyor: givenlik, konut
ve gog. Givenlikten baslamak gerekirse, bunun arkasindaki nedenler oldukg¢a agik: Uk-
rayna’daki savas, artan kiresel gerilimler ve ABD'nin Avrupa’ya olan baghhgina dair son
donemdeki belirsizlikler, gvenlik ve savunmayi siyasi tartismalarin 6n saflarina tasid.
Dahasi, artan NATO harcama zorunlulugu somut bir bitge gic¢ligU yaratiyor; nitekim
Hollanda’nin savunma harcamalari halihazirda GSYiH'nin tam olarak %2'si seviyesin-
de. Hem Savunma Bakanliginin hem de Maliye Bakanhginin mali agidan muhafazakar
VVD'nin kontrolinde olmasi sebebiyle, koalisyon partileri savunma harcamalarindaki
artigi agirlikli olarak saglik, sosyal givenlik ve kamu sektérini hedef alan kemer sikma
dnlemleriyle karsilamayi planliyor.

Yeni hukUmetin ikinci 6nceligi, Hollanda'da suregelen konut krizini ¢ézmek. Yillardir
konut fiyatlari artarken, daha uygun fiyatli konut insa etme sireci de defalarca hedefle-
nen seviyelere ulagamadi. Bu sorunun tm boyutlaryla agiklanmasi bu metnin kapsami
d|§|ndo kalsa da meselenin diger acil sorunlarla ne denlii¢ ice gegtigini belirtmekte fayda
var. Ornegin, tarim sektdérinin kapladigi arazinin biyikligi ve sektdrin yol agtigi azot
emisyonlari, yeni konut insasi i¢in ayrilabilecek alani kisitliyor. D66'nin israrla savundugu
tarim sektérinde reform yapilmasi tartismalari, tarim yanlisi bir parti olan BBB'nin yuk-
selisine yol acti. BBB, 2023'teki Temsilciler Meclisi segimlerinde ezici bir zafer kazanmig
ve bir dnceki htkimette yer almisti. Gégmenlerin de kisitl konut arzindan pay almak igin
rekabete girmesi, gdé¢ konusunu konut tartismalarinin bir parcasi haline getiriyor. Ozel-
likle siginmacilarin, iltica merkezlerindeki yigilmayr azaltmak amaciyla sosyal konutlara
yerlestiriimelerinde sikga 6ncelik taninmasi bir zorluk teskil ediyor. BBB ve PVV gibi go¢
karsiti partiler ise bu durumu bir adaletsizlik olarak gériyor.




YENI HUKUMET VE GOC

Yeni Hiikiimet
ve GOC

Yeni hUkUmetin GgincU ve son 6nceligi ise gog. Go¢ konusu, yillardir Hollanda'daki
siyasi tartismalara damgasini vuruyor. Onceki iki hikimet bu mesele yizinden disti
ve PVV'nin 2023 segimlerindeki tarihi zaferinin arkasindaki itici gi¢ partinin gog karsiti
gindemiydi. Bunun sonucunda, ¢ogu parti gectigimiz yillarda gé¢ konusundaki tutumunu
sertlestirerek ek énlemler alinmasi gerektigini kabul etti. Yeni hUkUmet, bu sorunu hem
uluslararasi hem de ulusal dizeyde alacagi onlemlerle ele almayr hedefliyor. Uluslarara-
si dizeyde Avrupa Géc¢ ve lltica Pakti'ni destekliyorlar. Ulusal diizeyde ise suca karisan
siginmacilar cezalandirmaya ve gégmen iscilerin sémurtlmesini azaltmaya odaklanan
daha siki tedbirler uygulamayi planhyorlar. Planlanan diger dnlemler de siginmacilarin ve
goé¢menlerin Felemenkge 6grenmelerini ve is bulmalarini kolaylastirmayr amagliyor.

Hollanda'da gég¢ ve iltica alanindaki en 6nemli sorunlardan biri iltica sisteminin islev-
sizligidir. Budel ve Ter Apel'deki buyUk siginma merkezleri yapisal olarak asiri kalabalik
durumdadir. Bu husus, Uluslararasi Af Orgiti gibi kuruluslarin siginmacilarin maruz kal-
dig1 agir kosullara dikkat gekmesine yol agmistir. Buna ek olarak, siginmacilar ile yerel
halk arasindaki gerilimler, siginmacilara yonelik olumsuz algiyr pekistirmistir. Bu sorunla
mUcadele etmek amaciyla Hollanda hikimeti, 2024 yilinda siginmacilari barindirma yu-
kinU Ulke geneline daha adil bir sekilde dagitmayi 6ngdren bir yasa ¢ikarmistir. Ancak bu
yasa tartismahdir: Basta Geert Wilders'in liderligindeki PVV olmak Uzere bazi ulusal ve
yerel partiler yasanin uygulanmasina karsi ¢ikmaktadir. Yeni hUkUmet yasayr yorirlokte
tutma niyetinde olsa da yerel bir direnisle karsilasiimasi durumunda yasayi ne élgide ve
ne kadar kararhhkla uygulayacag belirsizdir.
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Turk Perspektifi

Hollanda'da 500.000'den biraz az Tirk kokenli yasamaktadir. Ayrica, 2025 yilinda
Hollanda'ya gelen siginmaci ve gégmenlerin yaklasik %5'ini Tork vatandaslari olustur-
mustur. Yeni hUkUmetin politikalarinin Hollanda'daki mevcut Tirk nifusu Uzerinde nasil bir
etki yaratacagini sdylemek zor olsa da gégmenlere ve siginmacilara karsi daha kati po-
litikalar izleme niyeti, 5nUmuUzdeki yillarda Hollanda'ya gelecek Turkleri de etkileyecek-
tir. Bununla birlikte htkimet, yiksek vasifli gé¢menlere duyulan ihtiyacin da farkindadir.
GUnUmUzdeki Tork isgi gdgmenlerinin gogu bu kategoriye dahil oldugundan, dnimizdeki
yillarda bu alanda firsatlarin sirmesi muhtemeldir (Central Bureau for Statistics, 2025).

Hollanda'ya gelen Tirk 6grencilerin sayisi da artmaktadir (2015'te 580 olan sayi
2024'te 2.215'e yikselmistir). Onceki hikimetler, daha fazla programda ingilizce yerine
Felemenkge 6gretimini zorunlu kilarak Hollanda Universitelerindeki uluslararasi 68renci
sayisini azaltmaya yonelik dnlemler almisti. Yeni hkimet ise bu kurah kaldirmay, bu-
nun yerine ingilizce egitim veren programlar igin dgrenci sayisina bir Ust sinir getirmeyi
ve AEA disindan gelen égrenciler igin bir kota uygulamayi planlamaktadir. Bu 6nlemlerin
tam olarak nasil hayata gecirilecegi heniz net olmasa da uygulanmalari durumunda Turk
ogrencilerin Hollanda'da egitim gérme imkanlarini azaltacaktir.

Son olarak genelde Turk toplumuyla 6zdeslestirilen siyasi parti DENK, Hollanda’da
faaliyet gosteren Turk kuruluglarina yoénelik elestirilere bir tepki olarak kurulmustur. Bu
nedenle bu metinde partinin segimlere yoénelik perspektifini ele almak ilgi ¢ekici olacak-
ti. DENK'in kampanyasina dis politika ve Israil-Gazze catismasina yaptigi gicli vurgu
damgasini vurmustur. Bunun disinda parti, ayrimcilik, irk¢ilik ve asiri sagci asiricilikla mo-
cadeleye odaklanmistir. Bu durusuyla dogrudan bir 6nceki hikimetin ve 6zellikle Geert
Wilders ile PVV'nin karsisinda yer almistir.

Secimlerde parti bir dnceki segimdeki oy oranini koruyarak meclisteki U¢ sandalyesini
de korumustur. Parlamentodaki sandalye sayisinin azhgi ve siyasi goérisleri nedeniyle bir
koalisyon ortagi olarak gérulmemistir. Ancak yeni azinlk hkimeti, gérev siresi boyun-
ca farkh konularda farkli meclis gogunluklarina dayanmak zorunda kalabilir. Bu durum,
DENK'e hUkUmet politikalarini etkilemesi igin firsatlar sunacaktir.
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