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I I I

The first volume of the Türkiye Migration and Human Mobilities Annual, the 2021 
volume, received considerable appreciation and applause from many national 
and international parties. We are proud to publish the figures and the facts for 
the year 2022 in the second volume of the series and offer them for the public’s 
disposal. 

Reliable sources of information not only concern each of the scientific, academ-
ic, bureaucratic and policy fields individually, but are also extremely important in 
terms of accurately and truthfully informing the public. The need for open, trans-
parent, and reliable sources of information on migration issues — which are be-
coming increasingly politicized and are being used as “material” for social de-
bates and tensions — is growing day by day. We maintain our belief that the 
Türkiye Migration and Human Mobilities Annual series will fill an important gap in 
this respect. 

As with the previous 2021 Annual, the 2022 Volume has also been prepared by Ali 
Zafer Sağıroğlu, Ramazan Ünsal, and Furkan Özenci, thanks to their devoted and 
patient efforts. We owe a debt of gratitude to many people, beyond the authors, 
who contributed from layout to printing. On the other hand, I would like to express 
our gratitude to the governing board of the Migration Research Foundation for 
sponsoring the printing of the second volume of the series among GAV Perspektif 
publications by supporting all the processes and encouraging the authors. 

 

Dr. Ali Zafer Sağıroğlu

FOREWORD
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Highlights and Trends for 
2022

The number of visitors to Türkiye 
exceeded the 50 million persons 
mark again after 2019.

Having welcomed more than 50 million visitors 
for the first time in the history of the Republic in 
2019, Türkiye surpassed the 50 million threshold 
again after 2019. At this level, Türkiye became 
the third country hosting the highest number of 
tourists in the world for the first time. It is therefo-
re seen that the impact of the coronavirus pan-
demic that emerged in 2020 on tourism mobility 
has been broken, and Türkiye has moved to a 
higher place in the ranking of countries hosting 
tourists. The total number of visitors, which had 
been 30,038,961 in 2021, climbed to 51,387,513 in 
2022. Of these, 44,564,395 (86.72%) were foreig-
ners and 6,823,118 (13.28%) were Turkish citizens 
with foreign residence. According to official sta-
tements, Türkiye aims to host more visitors in the 
next five years. Indeed, the targeted number of 
visitors for 2028 is 90 million.

IV

The number of day-trippers ap-
proached the one million persons 
threshold after seven years. 

Another area where tourism activity has incre-
ased remarkably is the number of day-trippers. 
The number of day-trippers, which was over two 
million in 2013, fell below one million from 2016 
onwards and has continuously decreased since 
then until 2021. When the impact of the coro-
navirus pandemic was felt strongly in 2020, the 
number of these visitors regressed to 77,234 pe-
ople. However, in 2022, the number of such visi-
tors rose again to the one million threshold, rea-
ching 934,714. This upward trend is projected to 
continue in the years ahead.
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The number of Turkish citizens 
emigrating abroad peaked in 
2022.

As reflected in Turkish Statistical Institute 
(TURKSTAT) statistics, the number of immig-
rants to Türkiye, which reached its peak in 2021 
(739,364), declined to 494,052 in 2022. Of those 
who immigrated to Türkiye, 94,409 (19.11%) were 
Turkish citizens, while the number of foreigners 
was 399,643 (80.89%). On the other hand, the 
number of people who emigrated from Türkiye 
reached a peak of 466,914. Of those who went 
abroad, 139,531 (29.88%) were Turkish citizens and 
327,383 (70.12%) were foreigners. The number of 
Turkish citizens emigrating from Türkiye reached 
its peak in 2022. In 2022, the number of foreig-
ners coming to Türkiye was higher than those 
leaving the country, while the number of Turkish 
citizens migrating abroad was higher than tho-
se migrating to Türkiye.

Russia’s attacks on Ukraine 
affected the human mobility 
to Türkiye as well. According to 
Türkiye’s statistics on residence 
permits, work permits, etc., 
the number of Russian and 
Ukrainian nationals has increased 
remarkably.

The Russian incursions into Ukrainian territory 
in the first months of 2022 caused significant 
ruptures in various flows from both countries to 
Türkiye. After the beginning of the attacks on 
February 24, 2022, the number of Russian and 
Ukrainian nationals visiting Türkiye, obtaining 
residence and work permits in Türkiye, etc. inc-
reased dramatically. For example, the num-
ber of Russian nationals immigrating to Türkiye 
rose from 31,463 in 2021 to 99,786 in 2022, and 
the number of Ukrainian nationals immigrating 
to Türkiye from 8,545 in 2021 to 32,465 in 2022. 
However, the number of Ukrainians who entered 
Türkiye with visa liberalization is considered to 
be much higher

V

The number of foreigners in 
Türkiye, excluding those having 
temporary protection status, 
residence permit for less than 
90 days and those holding 
visas, reached 1,823,836 with an 
increase of approximately 30 
thousand people compared to 
the previous year.

According to data released by the Turkish Sta-
tistical Institute (TURKSTAT), the number of fore-
igners residing in Türkiye—excluding those un-
der temporary protection, individuals holding 
residence permits for less than 90 days, and 
visa holders—increased from 1,792,036 in 2021 to 

1,823,836 in 2022. These figures include individu-
als with residence and work permits, those under 
international protection, former Turkish citizens 
who have renounced their citizenship, and hol-
ders of blue cards. Based on these numbers, the 
proportion of the foreign population in Türkiye 
relative to Turkish citizens rose slightly from 2.12% 
in 2021 to 2.14% in 2022.
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VI

Applications for international 
protection increased.

Receiving 33,246 international protection appli-
cations in 2022, Türkiye became the ninth country 
with the highest number of international protecti-
on applications among European Union (EU) and 
EFTA countries. The total number of international 
protection applicants and status holders in Tür-
kiye as of the end of 2022 was 307,521.

The number of Syrians under 
temporary protection in Türkiye 
declined.

Reported as 3,736,799 in 2021, the number of Sy-
rians under temporary protection declined by 
around 200,000 to 3,535,898 by the end of 2022. 
The number of Syrians who voluntarily returned to 
their country from Türkiye reached 539,332 within 
the time period from 2016 until the end of 2022. In 
addition to this number, it is observed that 58,758 
Syrians returned to their country within the year 
2022. This number points out that an average of 
4,896 Syrians voluntarily returned to their country 
on a monthly basis in 2022. The practice that al-
lowed Syrians to travel to Syria and return during 
religious holidays has been discontinued. 

Although there is a downward trend in the num-
ber of Syrians being granted citizenship, the to-
tal number had exceeded 221,000 since 2016 by 
mid-year.

Combating irregular migration 
continued to be a significant item 
on Türkiye’s agenda.

During the “Peace of Mind Operations to Combat 
Irregular Migration”, 18,343 irregular migrants were 
apprehended. In order to effectively combat ir-
regular migration and migrant smuggling, a total 
of twelve “Peace of Mind Operations to Combat 
Irregular Migration” were carried out in 2022 in 
cooperation with the provincial units of the Pre-
sidency of Migration Management in the areas 
of responsibility of the Directorate General of Se-
curity, General Command of Gendarmerie and 
Coast Guard Command units. Within this scope, 
it was observed that over 21,000 locations where 
foreign nationals could reside were inspected on 
a monthly average, and a total of 18,343 irregular 
migrants were apprehended.

The number of foreigners granted 
Turkish citizenship exceeded 
363,000.

According to official statements made in August 
2022, the number of foreign nationals granted Tur-
kish citizenship amounted to 363,179. Although a 
few more public statements were made after this 
date, the total number was not disclosed to the 
public. According to the statement dated August 
2022, 211,908 of those granted Turkish citizens-
hip were from Syria and 39,294 from Afghanistan. 
In addition, 104,976 are Meskhetian (Ahiska) Turks 
and 7,001 are Uyghur Turks. On the other hand, it is 
not clear what date range these figures cover. In 
some statements made by the authorities, it was 
noted that there were people from before 2011 in 
these statistics, and in some statements, 2011 was 
said to be the “limit”. However, it can be said that 
the process of granting citizenship “accelerated” 
as of 2016, especially for Syrian nationals.
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Attempts by 280,206 people 
to cross Türkiye’s borders were 
prevented.

As part of the initiatives to combat irregular mig-
ration, in 2022, 280,206 people were prevented 
by law enforcement officers while attempting to 
cross the borders of Türkiye. In 2021, this number 
was recorded as 451,096. A comparison between 
2021 and 2022 reveals that the number of peop-
le prevented from irregularly attempting to enter 
the country decreased in 2022, while the number 
of irregular migrants apprehended increased. It 
was also assessed that border crossing preven-
tions in previous years had a deterrent effect on 
attempted crossings in the following year.

At the land borders, 7,899 irregular migrants were 
apprehended. For the first time in 2022, unlike 
in previous years, the number of irregular mig-
rants apprehended while attempting to exit the 
country exceeded those apprehended while at-
tempting to enter. In 2022, while 2,865 irregular 
migrants were apprehended during entry into 
Türkiye, 4,957 were apprehended during exit. 

At sea, 49,518 irregular migrants were apprehen-
ded or rescued. A comparison of figures from 
2021 and 2022 shows a decrease in the rescue 
rate and an increase in the apprehension rate 
by the Coast Guard Command. In 2021, 78% of 
irregular migrants were rescued and 22% were 
apprehended. In 2022, these rates shifted to 65% 
rescued and 35% apprehended.

Number and capacity of Removal 
Centers increased.

In 2021, there were 25 Removal Centers in Türkiye 
with a total capacity of 15,908. In 2022, the num-
ber of centers increased to 30, and their capa-
city rose to 20,540. With this increase, the num-
ber of removal centers in Türkiye surpassed the 
total capacity of those in all European countries.

The number of irregular migrants 
apprehended in 2022 was 
recorded as the second highest 
level in Türkiye’s history.

The number of irregular migrants apprehended 
within the country, at borders and in territorial 
waters increased by 74.87% compared to 2021 
and reached 285,027. The number of irregular 
migrants apprehended, with duplicates remo-
ved, was announced as 236,572. Among the ap-
prehended irregular migrants, 40.62% were from 
Afghanistan and 16.11% were from Syria. Among 
the apprehended irregular migrants, Afghanis-
tan nationals ranked first with 115,775 people, 
followed by Syrian nationals with 45,909 people. 
The number of Pakistani irregular migrants ran-
ked third with 15,367.

In 2022, the number of irregular migrants de-
ported increased by 161% compared to last year 
(46,845) reaching 124,441. The expulsion rate of 
irregular migrants was recorded as 53%.







X

CONTENTS

FOREWORD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .III

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IV

LIST OF TABLES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .XII

LIST OF FIGURES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . XVI

LIST OF MAPS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . XVIII

ABBREVIATIONS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .XIX

CHAPTER 1
ENTRY TO AND EXIT FROM TÜRKIYE .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .XX

1.1.	 Data on Entry to and Exit from Türkiye............................................................................................................3

1.2.	 Visitors’ Reasons for Arrival.............................................................................................................................10

1.3.	 Types of  Transportation Used by Foreign Visitors When Coming to Türkiye..............................................13

1.4.	 Provinces in Türkiye Visited by Foreign Nationals..........................................................................................15

1.5.	 Nationalities of  Visitors....................................................................................................................................19

1.6.	 Day Visitors.......................................................................................................................................................23

1.7.	 Health Tourism.................................................................................................................................................27

CHAPTER 2
REGULAR MIGRATION AND HUMAN MOBILITIES.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30

2.1.	 Incoming and Outgoing Migration, and the Foreign Population in Türkiye....................................................33

2.2.	 Residence Permits.............................................................................................................................................50

2.3.	 Work Permits....................................................................................................................................................60

2.4.	 International Students in Primary and Secondary Education..........................................................................69

2.5.	 International Students in Higher Education.....................................................................................................72

2.6.	 International Faculty Members in Higher Education.......................................................................................81

2.7.	 Property Sales to Foreigners............................................................................................................................86

2.8.	 Marriage-Divorce..............................................................................................................................................89

2.9.	 Granting Turkish Citizenship............................................................................................................................94



XIXI

4. BÖLÜM

DÜZENSIZ GÖÇ VE INSAN HAREKETLILIKLERI ........................................................................................................................................................................................75

4.1. Kurumlara Göre Düzensiz Göç Verileri ................................................................................................................................................................................................................78

4.1.1. Türk Silahlı Kuvvetleri ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................80

4.1.2. Jandarma Genel Komutanlığı............................................................................................................................................................................................................................83

4.1.3. Sahil Güvenlik Komutanlığı .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................84

4.1.4. Sahil Güvenlik Komutanlığı, Jandarma Genel Komutanlığı ve Emniyet Genel Müdürlüğü (Müşterek) 87

4.1.5. Ticaret Bakanlığı .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................88

4.2. Düzensiz Göçle Mücadele ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................88

4.2.1. Geri Gönderme .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................89

4.2.2. Sınır Dışı Edilme .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................90

4.2.3. Geri Kabul ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................90

4.3. Göçmen Kaçakçılığı .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................91

4.4. İnsan Ticareti ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................92

5. BÖLÜM

ULUSLARARASI KORUMA .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................95

5.1. Uluslararası Koruma ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................95

5.2. Geçici Koruma ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................97

5.3. Yeniden Yerleştirme ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................102

5.4. Gönüllü Geri Dönüş ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................106

KAYNAKLAR ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................109

CHAPTER 3
IRREGULAR MIGRATION AND HUMAN MOBILITIES .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 98

3.1.	 Irregular Migration Data by Institution..........................................................................................................101

3.1.1.	 Presidency of  Migration Management...................................................................................................... 103
3.1.2.	 Turkish Armed Forces............................................................................................................................... 104
3.1.3.	 Directorate General of  Security................................................................................................................ 110
3.1.4.	 General Command of  Gendarmerie......................................................................................................... 112
3.1.5.	 Coast Guard Command............................................................................................................................ 116
3.1.6.	 �Coast Guard Command, General Command of  Gendarmerie, and Directorate General of  Security ( Joint) .121
3.1.7.	 Ministry of  Trade...................................................................................................................................... 122

3.2.	 Combating Irregular Migration.......................................................................................................................123

3.2.1.	 Prevention at Borders................................................................................................................................ 123
3.2.2.	 Deportation.............................................................................................................................................. 124
3.2.3.	  Readmission............................................................................................................................................ 130

3.3.	 Migrant Smuggling...........................................................................................................................................131

3.4.	 Human Trafficking...........................................................................................................................................133

CHAPTER 4
INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 136

4.1.	 International Protection.................................................................................................................................137

4.2.	 Temporary Protection....................................................................................................................................139

4.3.	 Resettlement...................................................................................................................................................143

4.4.	 Voluntary Return............................................................................................................................................148

SOURCES .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  152



XI I

LIST OF TABLES

Table 1.1. � Distribution of institutions by data publishing intervals on tourism mobility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Table 1.2. � Distribution of the difference13 between foreign visitors entering Türkiye and foreign visitors leaving  
Türkiye by year, 2013-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Table 1.3. � Distribution of visitors entering Türkiye by month and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Table 1.4. � Distribution of foreign visitors exiting Türkiye by month and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Table 1.5. � Distribution of visitors’ reasons for arrivval to Türkiye, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12

Table 1.6. � Distribution of foreign visitors entering Türkiye by mode of transport and month, 2021–2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

Table 1.7. � Distribution of foreign visitors exiting Türkiye by mode of transport and month, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15

Table 1.8. � Distribution of foreign visitors to Türkiye by the top 10 provinces and mode of transport, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

Table 1.9. � Distribution of foreign visitors departing from Türkiye by the top 10 provinces and mode of transport, 2021-2022. . . . . . .17

Table 1.10. � Distribution of visitors to Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and rate of change (%), 2021–2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Table 1.11. � Distribution of visitors to Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and mode of transport, 2021–2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

Table 1.12. � Distribution of visitors departing from Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and rate of change (%), 2021–2022. . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Table 1.13. � Distribution of visitors departing from Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and mode of transport, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . .22

Table 1.14. � Distribution of the difference between entries and exits by top 10 nationalities and  
mode of transportation, 2021–2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

Table 1.15. � Distribution of day visits by month and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

Table 1.16. � Distribution of foreign day-trippers by top 10 provinces and rate of change (%), 2021–2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

Table 1.17 � Distribution of foreign day-trippers by top 10 nationalities and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

Table 2.1. � Distribution of institutions by frequency of publishing data on regular migration and human mobilities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

Table 2.2. � Distribution of immigration to Türkiye by age group, gender, and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36

Table 2.3. � Distribution of emigration from Türkiye by age group, gender, and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37

Table 2.4. � Distribution of immigration to Türkiye by province and nationality, and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39

Table 2.5. � Distribution of emigration from Türkiye by province and nationality, and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41

Table 2.6. � Distribution of foreign nationals immigrating to Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and rate of change (%), 2021- 2022. . . . . .42

Table 2.7. �  Distribution of foreign nationals emigrating from Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and rate of change (%), 2021- 2022. . . .42

Table 2.8. � Distribution of foreign nationals residing in Türkiye by year of residence and age group, 2017-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44

Table 2.9. � Distribution of foreign nationals residing in Türkiye by year of residence and top 10 nationalities, 2017-2022. . . . . . . . . . . .45

Table 2.10. � Distribution of foreign nationals residing in Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and gender, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46

Table 2.11. � Distribution of foreign nationals residing in Türkiye by province, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

Table 2.12. � Distribution of foreign nationals in Türkiye by top 10 provinces and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

Table 2.13. � Distribution of foreigners with residence permits in Türkiye by top 10 nationalities, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53



XI I I

Table 2.14. � Distribution of foreigners with short-term residence permits in Türkiye by top 10 nationalities, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . .54

Table 2.15. � Distribution of foreigners with student residence permits in Türkiye by top 10 nationalities, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55

Table 2.16. � Distribution of foreigners with family residence permits in Türkiye by top 10 nationalities, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55

Table 2.17. � Distribution of foreigners with residence permits in Türkiye by province, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57

Table 2.18. � Distribution of foreigners with residence permits in Türkiye by top 10 provinces, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60

Table 2.19. � Distribution of foreigners with residence permits in Türkiye by top 10 provinces, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63

Table 2.20. � Distribution of foreigners granted work permits by educational level and gender, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63

Table 2.21. � Distribution of foreigners granted work permits by top 10 nationalities and gender, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65

Table 2.22. � Distribution of work permits granted to foreigners by top 10 sectors, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66

Table 2.23. �  Distribution of work permits granted to foreigners by top 10 provinces, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67

Table 2.24. � Distribution of work permits granted to foreigners by month and application type, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68

Table 2.25. � Distribution of work permits granted to foreigners by gender and application type, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68

Table 2.26. � Distribution of international students in primary and secondary education in Türkiye by grade and  
educational level, and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70

Table 2.27. � Distribution of international students in primary and secondary education in Türkiye by grade  
and educational level, and rate of change (%), 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Table 2.28. � Distribution of international students studying in Türkiye by educational level and gender, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76

Table 2.29. � Distribution of international students studying in Türkiye by top 10 nationalities, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76

Table 2.30. � Distribution of international students studying in Türkiye by university, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .77

Table 2.31. � Distribution of international students studying in open and distance education institutions in Türkiye, 2021-2022. . . . . . .78

Table 2.32. � Comparison of international student populations in universities hosting the highest number of  
students in open and distance education institutions, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .79

Table 2.33. � Distribution of international students studying in Türkiye (excluding those in open and distance education)  
by top 10 provinces, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .81

Table 2.34. � Distribution of international academic staff working in Türkiye by academic title and top 10 nationalities, 2021-2022. . .85

Table 2.35. � Distribution of international academic staff working in Türkiye by academic title and top 10 universities, 2021-2022 . . .86

Table 2.36. � Distribution of those who got married in Türkiye by nationality and rate of change, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .90

Table 2.37. � Distribution of foreign nationals who got married in Türkiye by gender, top 10 nationalities,  
and rate of change (%), 2021- 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .91

Table 2.38. � Distribution of those who got divorced in Türkiye by nationality and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

Table 2.39. � Distribution of those who got divorced in Türkiye by gender and top 10 nationalities,  
and rate of change (%), 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93

Table 2.40. � Foreigners granted Turkish citizenship according to official declarations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .95



XIV

Table 3.1. � Frequency of data publication by respective institutions on irregular migration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

Table 3.2. � Distribution of the number of apprehended irregular migrants by year, 2005-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

Table 3.3. � Distribution of the number of apprehended irregular migrants by institution and month, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

Table 3.4. � Distribution of the numbers of apprehended irregular migrants by top 10 nationalities, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

Table 3.5. � Distribution of individuals apprehended by the Turkish Armed Forces (TAF) at borders during  
attempted entry into or exit from Türkiye, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

Table 3.6. � Distribution of individuals apprehended by the TAF during attempted entry into Türkiye by border  
and month, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

Table 3.7. � Distribution of individuals apprehended by the TAF during attempted exit from Türkiye by border  
and month, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

Table 3.8. � Distribution of locations inspected under the Peace of Mind Operations to Combat Irregular Migration, 2022 . . . . . . . . . 111

Table 3.9. � Number of apprehended irregular migrants under the Peace of Mind Operations to Combat Irregular Migration, 2022. 111

Table 3.10. � Distribution of irregular migration incidents and apprehended irregular migrants by month. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

Table 3.11. � Number of foreigners subject to administrative procedures by the General Command of Gendarmerie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114

Table 3.12. � Distribution of apprehended irregular migrants/foreigners subject to administrative procedures under  
migrant smuggling by province, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114

Table 3.13. � Distribution of irregular migrants apprehended by the Gendarmerie by nationality and month, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

Table 3.14. � Data on irregular migration activities according to the Coast Guard Command, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116

Table 3.15. � Number of irregular migrants apprehended and rescued by the Coast Guard Command by month, 2021-2022

Table 3.16. � Distribution of irregular migrants apprehended and rescued by the Coast Guard Command, 2021- 2022. . . . . . . . . . . 118

Table 3.17. � Distribution of irregular migrants apprehended or rescued by the Coast Guard Command by nationality, 2021-2022

Table 3.18. � Distribution of irregular migrants apprehended or rescued by the Coast Guard Command by nationality and month, 
2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120

Table 3.19. � Joint apprehension statistics of the Coast Guard Command, General Command of Gendarmerie  
and Directorate General of Security, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

Table 3.20. � Ministry of trade data on irregular migration, 2013-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123

Table 3.21. � Combating irregular migration, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123

Table 3.22. � Distribution of irregular migrants prevented at Türkiye’s borders by month, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124

Table 3.23. � Number of irregular migrants deported, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124

Table 3.24. � Nationality information of irregular migrants deported in 2022 and flight information for 
 who returned to their countries of origin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126

Table 3.25. � Distribution of deported irregular migrants by nationality and month. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

Table 3.26. � Removal centers in Türkiye and their capacities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128



XV

Table 3.27. � Distribution of irregular migrants readmitted to Türkiye from EU countries by nationality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

Table 3.28. � Distribution of apprehended migrant smuggling organizers by institution and month,  
2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132

Table 3.29. � Distribution of migrant smuggling organizers apprehended by the Directorate General of  
Security by Turkish and foreign nationality. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

Table 3.30. � Data published by the General Command of Gendarmerie on human trafficking, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134

Table 3.31. � Number of shelters for victims of human trafficking in Türkiye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

Table 4.1. � Distribution of foreigners under international protection and applicants by nationality, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139

Table 4.2. � Distribution of Syrians under temporary protection (TP) by top 10 provinces and rate of change between 2021-2022. . 141

Table 4.3. � Number, distribution, and rate of change of TP Syrians residing in or outside temporary accommodation  
centers, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

Table 4.4. � Distribution of TP Syrians by temporary accommodation center, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142

Table 4.5. � Distribution of TP Syrians by age, gender, and rate of change, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142

Table 4.6. � Number of TP Syrians resettled to third countries between 2014-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143

Table 4.7. � Distribution of applications made by conditional refugees and temporary protection beneficiaries to leave  
Türkiye and those resettled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145

Table 4.8. � Statistical information on TP Syrians who left Türkiye under the 1:1 formula, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146

Table 4.9. � Distribution of Syrians resettled to European Union countries under the 1:1 formula by education level, 2016-2022. . . . 147

Table 4.10. � Cumulative number of Syrians who voluntarily returned to their country of origin from 2016 to 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148

Table 4.11. � Distribution of Syrians who returned to their country of origin in 2022 by month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149



XVI

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1.1. � Distribution of visitors arriving in Türkiye by year, 2013-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Figure 1.2. � Distribution of foreign visitors entering Türkiye by year, 2013-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Figure 1.3. � Distribution of foreign visitors departing from Türkiye by year, 2013-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Figure 1.4. � Distribution of Turkish citizens residing abroad who arrived in Türkiye by year, 2013-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Figure 1.5. � Distribution of visitors by purpose of visit, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

Figure 1.6. � Number of passengers entering and exiting through customs gates according to the Ministry of Trade data, 2021-2022.18

Figure 1.7. � Distribution of day visits by year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

Figure 1.8. � Distribution of visitors arriving in Türkiye within the scope of health tourism by year, 2015-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

Figure 1.9. � Distribution of visitors arriving in Türkiye for “health and medical” reasons by quarter, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29

Figure 2.1. � Distribution of immigration to, emigration from, and net migration in Türkiye by year, 2016-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33

Figure 2.2. � Distribution of immigrants to Türkiye by nationality and year, 2016-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34

Figure 2.3. � Distribution of emigrants from Türkiye by nationality and year, 2016-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35

Figure 2.4. � Foreign nationals residing in Türkiye by year of settlement, 2017-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43

Figure 2.5.. � Distribution of foreign nationals granted residence permits by year, 2013-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51

Figure 2.6. � Distribution of foreign nationals granted residence permits by year, 2013-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52

Figure 2.7. � Distribution of foreign nationals granted work permits by year, 2013-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Figure 2.8. � Distribution of foreign nationals granted work permits in Türkiye by gender and year, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Figure 2.9. � Monthly distribution of work permits issued to foreigners, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62

Figure 2.10. � Distribution of international students in primary and secondary education in Türkiye by top 10 provinces, 2021-2022. .72

Figure 2.11. � Distribution of international students studying in Türkiye by year, 2014-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73

Figure 2.12. � Distribution of international students studying in Türkiye, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74

Figure 2.13. � Distribution of international students studying in Türkiye by gender, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74

Figure 2.14. � Distribution of international students studying in Türkiye by type of university, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75

Figure 2.15. � Distribution of international faculty members working in higher education institutions in Türkiye by year, 2015-2022. . .82

Figure 2.16. � Distribution of faculty members working in Türkiye, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83

Figure 2.17. � Distribution of international faculty members working in Türkiye by gender, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83

Figure 2.18. � Distribution of international faculty members working in Türkiye by type of university, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84

Figure 2.19. � Distribution of international faculty members working in Türkiye by academic title, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

Figure 2.20. � Distribution of housing sales to foreigners by year, 2015-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87

Figure 2.21. � Monthly distribution of housing sales to foreigners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

Figure 2.22. � Monthly distribution of housing sales to foreigners in Türkiye by top 10 nationalities, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88



XVI I

Figure 2.23. � Distribution of housing sales to foreigners by top 10 provinces, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .89

Figure 2.24. � Distribution of foreign nationals getting married in Türkiye by gender and year, 2015-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .90

Figure 2.25. � Distribution of foreign nationals getting divorced in Türkiye by gender and year, 2015-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

Figure 3.1. � Distribution of apprehended irregular migrants by institution, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

Figure 3.2. � Monthly distribution of apprehended irregular migrants, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

Figure 3.3. � Distribution of apprehended irregular migrants by top 10 nationalities, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

Figure 3.4. � Distribution of individuals apprehended by the Turkish Armed Forces (TAF) during attempted entry  
into or exit from Türkiye by border, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

Figure 3.5. � Number of individuals apprehended by TAF during attempted entry into Türkiye by border, 2021-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

Figure 3.6. � Number of individuals apprehended by TAF during attempted exit from Türkiye by border, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

Figure 3.7. � Monthly distribution of individuals apprehended by TAF during attempted entry into Türkiye, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . 109

Figure 3.8. � Monthly distribution of individuals apprehended by TAF during attempted exit from Türkiye, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . 110

Figure 3.9. � Monthly distribution of irregular migrants apprehended by the Coast Guard Command, 2021-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118

Figure 3.10. � Monthly distribution of irregular migrants rescued by the Coast Guard Command, 2021- 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119

Figure 3.11. � Distribution of human trafficking victims in Türkiye by year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

Figure 4.1. � Distribution of international protection applications by year, 2010-2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

Figure 4.2. � Foreign nationals applying for international protection in EU and EFTA countries, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138

Figure 4.3. � Number of Syrians under temporary protection by year, 2012-2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140



XVI I I

LIST OF MAPS

Map 1.1.  Distribution of foreign visitors arriving in Türkiye by province of entry, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

Map 2.1.  Distribution of foreign nationals immigrating to Türkiye by province, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38

Map 2.2.  Distribution of Turkish citizens immigrating to Türkiye by province, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38

Map 2.3.  Distribution of foreign nationals emigrating from Türkiye by province, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40

Map 2.4.  Distribution of Turkish citizens emigrating from Türkiye by province, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40

Map 2.5.  Distribution of the foreign national population in Türkiye by province, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47

Map 2.6.  Ratio of the foreign population to the provincial population in Türkiye, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

Map 2.7.  Distribution of foreign nationals residing in Türkiye with a residence permit by province, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58

Map 2.8.  Ratio of foreign nationals with a residence permit to the provincial population (%), 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59

Map 2.9.  Distribution of foreign nationals granted work permits in Türkiye by province, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66

Map 2.10.  Distribution of international students studying in Türkiye by province, 2021-2022 academic year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

Map 2.11.  Distribution of the ratio of international students to the provincial population in Türkiye, 2021–2022 academic year . . . .80



XIX

ABBREVIATIONS

	 EU	 : European Union
	 Asst.	 : Assistant
	 ALP	 : Accelerated Learning Program
 	 EFTA	 : European Free Trade Association
	 EGM	 : Emniyet Genel Müdürlüğü [Directorate General of Security]
	 EU	 : European Union
	 GCASC	 : Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus
	 GİB	 : Göç İdaresi Başkanlığı [Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Interior Presidency of Migration Management] 
	 GİGM	 : Göç İdaresi Genel Müdürlüğü [Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Interior Directorate General of Migration Management]
	 GMGM	 : �Gümrükler Muhafaza Genel Müdürlüğü [Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Trade Directorate General of Customs 

Enforcement]
	 HBÖGM	 : Hayat Boyu Öğrenme Genel Müdürlüğü [Directorate General for Lifelong Learning]
	 IOM	 : International Organisation for Migration 
	 JGK	 :  Jandarma Genel Komutanlığı [General Command of Gendarmerie]
	 KKK	 : Kara Kuvvetleri Komutanlığı [Land Forces Command]
	 Lect.	 : Lecturer
	 MEB	 : Republic of Türkiye Ministry of National Education
	 MoCT	 : Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Culture and Tourism
	 MoI	 : Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Interior
	 MoLSS	 : Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Labor and Social Security
	 MoT	 : Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Trade
	 NVİGM	 : Nüfus ve Vatandaşlık İşleri Genel Müdürlüğü [Directorate General of Civil Registration and Citizenship Affairs]
	 Prof.	 : Professor
	 Res.	 : Research
	 SBB	 : �T.C. Cumhurbaşkanlığı Strateji ve Bütçe Başkanlığı [Republic of Türkiye Presidency Strategy and Budget 

Department] 
	 SG	 : Sahil Güvenlik Komutanlığı [Coast Guard Command]
	 STDB	 : �Sağlık Turizmi Daire Başkanlığı [Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Health Directorate General of Health Services Health 

Tourism Department]
	 TAC	 : Temporary Accomodation Center
	 TAF	 : Turkish Armed Forces
	 TP	 : Temporary Protection
	 TRNC	 : Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
	TURKSTAT	 : Turkish Statistical Institute  
	 UİK	 : Uluslararası İşgücü Kanunu [International Labor Law]
	 UİKUY	 : �Uluslararası İşgücü Kanunu Uygulama Yönetmeliği [Regulation on the Implementation of the International Labour 

Law]
	 UN	 : United Nations
	 UNHCR	 : United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
	 USA	 : The United States of America
	 YBYS	 : Yükseköğretim Bilgi Yönetim Sistemi [Higher Education Information Management System]
	 YİGM	 : Yatırım ve İşletmeler Genel Müdürlüğü [General Directorate of Investment and Enterprises]
	 YÖK	 : Yükseköğretim Kurulu Başkanlığı [Council of Higher Education] 
	 YTB	 : Yurtdışı Türkler ve Akraba Topluluklar Başkanlığı [Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related Communities]



ENTRY TO AND EXIT 
FROM TÜRKİYE



1

The issues discussed in the section “Entry to and exit from Türkiye” refer to tourism mobility. Tour-
ism mobility and migration mobility are considered to be interrelated. In fact, data published 
by the institutions show that some visitors, whether they enter Türkiye for tourism or other pur-
poses, do not leave the country. In this context, tourism can be considered one of the start-
ing points for both regular and irregular migration movements. Although touristic travels are 
carried out within legally defined boundaries, these travels can evolve into migration move-
ments in two different ways: a foreign visitor who legally enters a country may, after their visa 
expires, obtain the necessary permits from the competent authorities and continue residing 
in the country in a “registered” manner; alternatively, a foreign visitor who enters a country le-
gally may overstay their visa and remain in the country without registering with the authorities, 
thus becoming an irregular migrant. Of course, whether these regular or irregular movements 
are undertaken with the aim of moving to a third country is a separate subject of analysis. 

Foreign nationals may enter Türkiye by obtaining a visa and presenting a passport or a 
document in lieu of a passport at the border gates designated by the competent author-
ities.1 Obtaining a visa is mandatory for visitors, and visas can be issued for a maximum of 
90 days within every 180-day period.2 Visa applications can be submitted through Türkiye’s 
foreign missions and consulates, and, as an exceptional practice, visa applications are also 
accepted at border gates. However, visas issued at border gates are valid for a maximum 
of 15 days..3 On the other hand, Türkiye also applies visa exemption policies for certain coun-
tries4 According to information obtained from the Presidency of Migration Management, Tür-
kiye provided visa exemption facilities to the citizens of a total of 90 countries in 2022.5

The data reviewed in the “Entry to and Exit from Türkiye” section of the report was obtained 
from the Presidency of Migration Management (GİB), the Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
(MoCT), the Ministry of Trade (MoT), the Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT) and the Incor-
porated Company of International Health Services (USHAŞ).

It can be stated that the statistics of GİB regarding tourism mobility are rather limited in 
scope. The Presidency shares a total of four graphs, which present the number of foreign 
visitors entering and exiting the country by year, as well as the distribution of these vis-
itors according to the top ten nationalities. Moreover, the Presidency does not create a 

1 Law 6458 on Foreigners and International Protection (YUKK), Official Gazette 28615 (April 11, 2013), Law No: 6458, Art. 5. According to the 
Passport Law, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Interior can determine the documents that serve in lieu of a passport. 
See: “Pasaport Kanunu (PK)” , Official Gazette 7564 (July 24, 1950), Law Now: 5682, Art. 2/3.

2 YUKK, Art. 11/1.

3 YUKK, Art. 13.

4 YUKK, Art. 12.

5 Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Interior Presidency of Migration Management (GİB) “Türkiye’nin Vize Muafiyeti Tanıdığı Ülkeler [Countries 
That Türkiye Grants Visa Exemption]”, Accessed August 30, 2023. In 2022, Turkmenistan was the only country for which the visa exemption 
policy was revoked, despite the overall implementation of such policies. This revocation resulted from a request made by the Turkmen 
authorities for Türkiye to terminate the practice. See: Euronews, “Türkmenistan’dan Türkiye’ye: Vatandaşlarımıza vize uygulayın [Turkmeni-
stan to Türkiye: Apply visa to our citizens]” (September 5, 2022) Accessed February 1, 2023; Hürriyet BigPara, “Türkmenistan vatandaşları-
na vize muafiyeti kalktı [Visa Exemption Lifted for Turkmenistan Citizens]” (September 14, 2022), Accessed February 1, 2023.
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comprehensive data pool in its statistical publications; instead, it prefers to share only the 
data pertaining to the relevant year with the public. The data referenced were obtained 
from the “entry-exit” section under the “statistics” tab on the Presidency’s official website.

MoCT is the institution that publishes the most extensive dataset in this field. The Ministry pro-
vides a comprehensive dataset on tourism mobility in Türkiye, covering a wide range of cate-
gories such as monthly data on tourism activity, foreign and Turkish national visitors, detailed 
information on the nationalities of foreign visitors, types of transportation used by visitors, and 
day-trippers. Thanks to the data shared by the Ministry, it is possible to conduct detailed anal-
yses of tourism mobility and to make interpretations regarding its relationship with migration. 
The Ministry shares these data through the General Directorate of Investment and Enterpris-
es (YİGM). The relevant statistics were accessed by following the “tourism,” “tourism statistics,” 
“border statistics,” and “statistics of previous periods” sections on the YİGM’s official website.

MoT shares statistics obtained from land customs gates, including the number of vehicles 
entering and exiting, the types of vehicles, and the number of passengers. Although the 
content of the data can be considered “rich,” only the statistics related to the number of 
passengers and vehicles were considered within the scope of this study. The relevant data 
were accessed by following the “statistics,” “ministry statistics,” “customs statistics,” and 
“land border crossing data” sections on the Ministry’s official website.. 

In addition to statistics on the number of passengers entering and exiting Türkiye by year 
and period, TURKSTAT also shares data on the distribution of visitors according to their rea-
sons for arrival, thereby making a significant contribution to the data provided by MoCT. This 
enables more comprehensive evaluations of the tourism sector in Türkiye. The data pub-
lished by the institution were obtained from TURKSTAT’s Statistical Data Portal. Within the 
portal, the topic titled “education, culture, sports, and tourism” was selected, and the quar-
terly bulletins under the heading “Tourism Statistics” were accessed. Each quarterly bulletin 
was reviewed, and the relevant statistical tables were analyzed. It was observed that the 
annual data were included in the bulletin covering the October–December period. 

USHAŞ, an institution affiliated with the Ministry of Health, publishes data on health tour-
ism on an annual basis. The relevant data were accessed through the “health tourism data” 
section available on the institution’s official website. Among the data shared by USHAŞ, 
there are two graphs presenting the number of health tourists by year and the revenues 
generated from health tourism. Within the scope of this study, only the data on the number 
of health tourists were considered. It was identified that the source of the data presented in 
the graphs is the TURKSTAT and that the statistics are consistent with one another.

Table 1.1.  Distribution of institutions by data publishing intervals on tourism mobility

Institutions Monthly Quarterly Annually

Presidency of Migration Management

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Ministry of Trade
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Turkish Statistical Institute

Incorporated Company of International Health Services

1.1.	 Data on Entry to and Exit from Türkiye

In Türkiye, the tourism sector has generally shown a tendency to expand its capacity in line 
with global tourism movements6. The number of visitors (including both foreign nationals and 
Turkish citizens residing abroad) rose from 39,860,771 in 2013 to 51,387,513 in 2022. In 2019, the 
number of visitors peaked at 51,747,199. Considering the impact of the coronavirus pandem-
ic, which emerged in 2020 and continued to affect the country in 2021, it is noteworthy that 
visitor numbers approached peak levels during this period. Official statements indicate that 
there are targets for further increasing these figures.7
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Figure 1.1.  Distribution of visitors arriving in Türkiye by year, 2013-20228

A significant increase in the number of foreign visitors has been observed over the past 
quarter century. The number of foreigners arriving in Türkiye surpassed 10 million in 2000, 20 
million in 2005, 30 million in 2011, and 40 million in 2019.9 

6 Reports by the World Tourism Organization may be consulted on this topic. See: United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 
E-Library, “Tourism Highlights” [Turizmde Öne Çıkanlar], accessed on February 5, 2023.

7 Former Minister of Interior Süleyman Soylu announced that the visitor target in tourism was set at 60 million. On the other hand, in a 
statement made on January 31, 2023, former Minister of Treasury and Finance Nurettin Nebati declared that Türkiye’s visitor target in 
tourism for the year 2028 was set at 90 million. See: Sena Yaşar, “Süleyman Soylu’nun ‘Konsolosluk’ Açıklamasını Uzmanlar Değerlendirdi: 
‘Dışişleri Yapmalıydı’ [Experts Commented on Suleyman Soylu’s ‘Consulate’ Statement: ‘Foreign Affairs Should Have Made It’]” Cumhuri-
yet (February 3, 2023), accessed February 4, 2023; Cüneyt Kemal Özkök, “Bakan Nebati: Türkiye Yüzyılı Kapsamında 2028 Yılı Hedefimiz 
90 Milyon Turist, 100 Milyar Dolar Gelirdir [Minister Nebati: Within the scope of Türkiye’s Century, our target for 2028 is 90 Million Tourists 
and 100 Billion Dollar Revenue”, Anadolu Agency (January 31, 2023), accessed February 1, 2023.

8 Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and prepared by the authors of the report. See: Republic of Türkiye Min-
istry of Culture and Tourism, General Directorate of Investment and Enterprises (MoCT-YGİM), “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 
Border Entry-Exit Statistics]” accessed February 1, 2023.

,



4

GÖÇ AR AŞTIRMAL ARI VAKFI

Figure 1.1 presents the distribution of foreign visitors entering Türkiye by year, according to 
data from the Ministry of Culture and Tourism (MoCT) and the Presidency of Migration Man-
agement (GİB). According to MoCT data, the number of foreign visitors arriving in Türkiye 
was 34,910,098 in 2013, rising to 44,564,395 by 2022.10 According to GİB data, the number of 
foreigners entering the country was 32,865,309 in 2013, reaching 43,761,189 by 2022. Based 
on the data from both institutions, the number of foreign visitors entering Türkiye peaked in 
2019, with GİB reporting 44,527,385 and MoCT reporting 44,058,286 visitors.

Conversely, it has been observed that the discrepancy between MoCT and GİB data re-
mained relatively high up until 2017. Given that GİB was established in 2013 and its institu-
tional capacity progressively strengthened in subsequent years, it can be regarded as nat-
ural for this discrepancy to have occurred. After 2017, however, this gap generally remained 
at a lower level. In contrast, it was understood that in 2019 and 2022, this difference repre-
sented hundreds of thousands of individuals.
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Figure 1.2.  Distribution of foreign visitors entering Türkiye by year, 2013-202211

10 According to media reports, Türkiye became one of the top three countries in the world with the highest number of tourist arrivals for 
the first time in 2022. See: CNN Türk, “Turizmde ‘Gurbetçi’ Rekoru [‘Expatriate’ Record in Tourism ]” (January 9, 2023), accessed January 
18, 2023. Although Türkiye ranked among the top three countries for the highest number of tourists in 2022 for the first time, according 
to UNWTO reports, Türkiye has consistently been among the top 10 countries with the most tourist arrivals from 2006 to 2022. However, 
in certain years, such as 2007 and 2016, Türkiye did not make it to this ranking. See: UNWTO, “Tourism Highlights”.

11 Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the Presidency of Migration Management. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2022 
Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; Republic of Türkiye Ministry of the Interior Presidency of Migration Man-
agement (GİB), “Giriş-Çıkış [Entry-Exit]” accessed January 20, 2023.
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Figure 1.2, which illustrates the distribution of foreign nationals exiting Türkiye by year, pre-
sents data from both MoCT and GİB. According to MoCT data, 34,686,402 foreign nationals 
exited Türkiye in 2013, and this number increased to 44,586,567 by 2022. According to GİB, 
32,639,760 foreign nationals left Türkiye in 2013, and this number reached 44,324,195 in 2022. 
Similar to the entry data, the number of foreign nationals exiting Türkiye peaked in 2019, with 
44,579,083 according to GİB and 45,105,116 according to MoCT. On the other hand, as with 
the statistics on entries to Türkiye, a “significant” discrepancy between MoCT and GİB data 
was identified up until 2017, after which this gap has relatively narrowed in subsequent years.

A shared aspect in the entry-exit statistics for both institutions is the dramatic decline in the 
number of foreign nationals arriving in and departing from Türkiye in 2016 and 2020, com-
pared to the preceding  years. The decline in 2016 can be attributed to terrorist attacks in 
Türkiye, counter-terrorism operations, he failed military coup attempt by FETÖ, and the “jet 
crisis” with Russia which led foreign countries to issue travel warnings for their citizens to Tür-
kiye. The decrease in 2020, on the other hand, was due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As is well 
known, during the pandemic, not only international travel but even intercity travel within the 
same country was considered risky, with restrictions imposed in certain areas. Naturally, the 
tourism sector was directly affected by this situation. However, the subsequent rise in visi-
tor numbers after both of these crisis periods suggests that, while the declines during these 
breaks deeply impacted the sector, they did not leave a lasting effect.

Figure 1.3.  Distribution of foreign visitors departing from Türkiye by year, 2013-202212

12 Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the Presidency of Migration Management. See: Republic of Türkiye, 

 

 

32
,6

39
,7

60

34
,7

80
,3

93

34
,2

85
,7

11

24
,7

18
,2

73

32
,0

33
,5

16

39
,3

15
,10

4

44
,5

79
,0

83

13
,0

36
,9

26

24
,15

0,
63

3

44
,3

24
,19

5

34
,6

86
,4

02

36
,5

07
,18

4

35
,9

03
,3

27

25
,4

32
,12

3 32
,3

82
,4

49

39
,3

04
,17

8 45
,10

5,
11

6

13
,0

92
,5

45

24
,2

33
,2

56

44
,5

86
,5

67

0

5,000,000

10,000,000

15,000,000

20,000,000

25,000,000

30,000,000

35,000,000

40,000,000

45,000,000

50,000,000

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Presidency of Migration Management Ministry of Culture and Tourism



6

GÖÇ AR AŞTIRMAL ARI VAKFI

When examining the distribution of foreign nationals entering and exiting Türkiye by year, it 
is generally observed that the number of arrivals exceeds the number of departures. Both 
GİB and MoCT statistics indicate that in certain years, a visitor group of several tens of thou-
sands entered Türkiye but “did not depart.” However, a noticeable discrepancy exists be-
tween the data provided by different sources. This difference is particularly evident in 2022, 
when, according to GİB, 563,006 more visitors exited Türkiye than entered, whereas accord-
ing to MoCT, 22,172 more visitors exited than entered.

The years with the highest number of foreign nationals arriving in Türkiye compared to those 
departing were 2014, 2015, and 2021. According to MoCT, in 2021, 479,010 visitors, in 2015, 
341,305 visitors, and in 2014, 330,716 visitors did not depart within the same year. Accord-
ing to GİB, in 2021, 480,052 visitors, in 2015, 347,680 visitors, and in 2014, 335,396 visitors did 
not exit. As seen, the number of visitors who did not depart in the GİB statistics is higher for 
the years mentioned. It is assumed that some of these visitors who did not depart within the 
same year began to reside in Türkiye. However, it would be incorrect to assume that all of 
these individuals started residing in Türkiye. This is because visitors arriving at the end of the 
year may have had their visa valid into the first months of the following year. For instance, a 
person who arrived in December 2021 may have exited Türkiye in February or March 2022, in 
accordance with the validity of their visa.

According to GİB and MoCT data, the years in which the number of departures exceeded 
the number of arrivals are 2016, 2019, 2020, and 2022. According to MoCT data, in 2020, the 
number of foreign nationals departing exceeded the number of arrivals by 358,332, while in 
2016, this number was 79,910, and in 2019, it was 46,830. A similar situation is observed in the 
GİB data, where the number of foreign nationals departing exceeded arrivals by 358,262 in 
2020, 51,802 in 2016, and 51,698 in 2019. According to GİB, in 2022, the number of foreign na-
tionals departing exceeded the number of arrivals by 563,006, while according to MoCT, this 
difference was 22,172.

Table 1.2.  Distribution of the difference13 between foreign visitors entering Türkiye and foreign visitors 
leaving Türkiye by year, 2013-202213

Year
The Difference Between Entries and Exits

Presidency of Migration Management Ministry of Culture and Tourism

2013 225,549 223,696

2014 335,396 330,716

2015 347,680 341,305

2016 -51,802 -79,910

2017 24,700 27,585

2018 171,388 184,223

Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Directorate General of Investments and Enterprises (MoCT-YİGM), “2019 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri 
[2019 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]” accessed February 1, 2023; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit 
Statistics]”; GİB, “Giriş-Çıkış [Entry-Exit]”

13 Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the Presidency of Migration Management. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2019 Yılı 
Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2019 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit 
Statistics]”; GİB, “Giriş-Çıkış [Entry-Exit].”
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2019 -51,698 -46,830

2020 -358,262 -358,332

2021 480,052 479,010

2022 -563,006 -22,172

In 2011, for the first time, more than five million Turkish citizens residing abroad visited Tür-
kiye, and by 2018, this number surpassed the six-million mark. In 2013, the number of Turk-
ish citizens residing abroad who visited Türkiye was 4,950,673, and by 2022, this number 
approached seven million, reaching a peak of 6,823,118. The years 2018 and 2019 are also 
significant as the number of Turkish citizens residing abroad who visited Türkiye exceeded 
six million, coming close to the peak. On the other hand, while the number of foreign visi-
tors to Türkiye in 2022 was lower than in 2019, the number of Turkish citizens residing abroad 
who visited Türkiye in 2022 surpassed the 2019 level. Another noteworthy point is that, unlike 
foreign visitors, the number of Turkish citizens residing abroad who visited Türkiye in 2016 did 
not decline; on the contrary, it increased. This suggests that the aforementioned reasons did 
not constitute an obstacle to Turkish citizens residing abroad visiting Türkiye.
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Figure 1.4.  Distribution of Turkish citizens residing abroad who arrived in Türkiye by year, 2013-202214

In 2021, the months with the highest number of visitors to Türkiye were July with 5,319,992 peo-
ple (17.71%), August with 4,630,334 people (15.41%), and September with 3,999,305 people 
(13.31%). In 2022, these months were July with 7,720,692 people (15.02%), August with 7,002,222 
people (13.63%), and September with 5,993,367 people (11.66%). A similar distribution is ob-
served for foreign visitors as well. In 2021, the highest number of foreign visitors came in July 
with 4,360,952 people (17.65%), August with 3,982,168 people (16.11%), and September with 

14 Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the Presidency of Migration Management. Since the data on Turk-
ish citizens residing abroad who departed are not published in the data released by MoCT, only the data on arrivals can be analyzed. 
See: MoCT-YİGM, “2019 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2019 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatis-
tikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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3,513,453 people (14.22%). In 2022, the months with the highest foreign visitors were July 
with 6,664,970 people (14.96%), August with 6,304,770 people (14.15%), and September with 
5,475,453 people (12.29%). The months with the highest number of Turkish citizens residing 
abroad visiting Türkiye in 2021 were July with 959,040 people (18.00%), August with 648,166 
people (12.17%), and December with 590,177 people (11.08%). In 2022, the months with the 
highest number of Turkish citizens residing abroad visiting Türkiye were July with 1,055,722 
people (15.47%), August with 697,452 people (10.22%), and May with 656,919 people (9.63%).

According to GİB data, the number of foreign nationals entering Türkiye in 2022 increased by 
77.67% compared to the previous year16, while according to MoCT data, this increase was 
80.33%. Additionally, the number of Turkish citizens residing abroad increased by 28.09%, 
and the total number of visitors increased by 71.07%.

Moreover, according to the data published by MoCT, the months with the highest increase 
in the number of visitors to Türkiye in 2022 compared to the previous year were May with an 
increase of 261.06%, April with 191.30%, and February with 162.33%. For foreign visitors, the 
months showing the most significant positive change were May with an increase of 313.68%, 
April with 225.59%, and February with 186.52%. For Turkish citizens residing abroad, the 
months with the highest increase were January with 117.29%, May with 106.32%, and Febru-
ary with 104.84%.

It is clear that Türkiye receives more visitors during the summer. However, it is also consid-
ered meaningful to express the proportions of visitors during both the summer and winter 
seasons. In the summer months of 2021 (June-July-August), the proportion of visitors to Tür-
kiye relative to the total number of visitors in the same year was 41.58%, while in the win-
ter months (December-January-February), this proportion was 13.23%. When this situation 
is examined for 2022, the proportion of visitors to Türkiye in the summer months relative to 
the total number of visitors in the same year was 39.48%, while the proportion of visitors dur-
ing the winter months was 12.79%. As seen, the proportion of visitors in both the summer and 
winter months in 2022 has decreased slightly compared to the previous year. Based on this, 
it can be inferred that the percentage of visitors coming to Türkiye during the spring months 
has increased, albeit to a relatively small extent.

Table 1.3.  Distribution of visitors entering Türkiye by month and rate of change (%), 2021-202215

Month

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

Foreign 
Nationals

Turkish 
Citizens 
Residing 
Abroad

Total
Foreign 

Nationals

Turkish 
Citizens 
Residing 
Abroad

Total
Foreign 

Nationals

Turkish 
Citizens 
Residing 
Abroad

Total

January 509,787 217,514 727,301 1,281,666 472,638 1,754,304 151.41 117.29 141.21

February 537,976 226,338 764,314 1,541,393 463,623 2,005,016 186.52 104.84 162.33

March 905,323 293,048 1,198,371 2,079,565 472,568 2,552,133 129.70 61.26 112.97

April 790,687 281,809 1,072,496 2,574,423 549,793 3,124,216 225.59 95.09 191.30

15 MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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May 936,282 318,391 1,254,673 3,873,212 656,919 4,530,131 313.68 106.32 261.06

June 2,047,596 493,276 2,540,872 5,014,821 549,997 5,564,818 144.91 11.50 119.01

July 4,360,952 959,040 5,319,992 6,664,970 1,055,722 7,720,692 52.83 10.08 45.13

August 3,982,168 648,166 4,630,334 6,304,770 697,452 7,002,222 58.33 7.60 51.22

September 3,513,453 485,852 3,999,305 5,475,453 517,914 5,993,367 55.84 6.60 49.86

October 3,471,540 495,823 3,967,363 4,803,198 569,922 5,373,120 38.36 14.94 35.43

November 1,763,982 317,261 2,081,243 2,551,483 402,877 2,954,360 44.64 26.99 41.95

December 1,892,520 590,177 2,482,697 2,399,441 413,693 2,813,134 26.79 -29.90 13.31

Total 24,712,266 5,326,695 30,038,961 44,564,395 6,823,118 51,387,513 80.33 28.09 71.07

Data on visitors departing from Türkiye is more limited compared to data on arrivals. This is 
because MoCT only provides monthly distribution data for foreign nationals, while there are 
no statistics available for Turkish citizens residing abroad. Additionally, GİB does not share 
data on a monthly basis. Therefore, only MoCT’s data on foreign visitors departing from Tür-
kiye has been evaluated.

In 2021, the months with the highest number of foreign nationals departing from Türkiye were 
August, September, and October. In August, 4,593,059 people (18.95%), in October, 3,802,633 
people (15.69%), and in September, 3,664,055 people (15.12%) left Türkiye. In 2022, the high-
est number of foreign nationals departing from Türkiye was in August with 7,101,168 people 
(15.93%), followed by September with 5,881,570 people (13.19%), and July with 5,713,250 peo-
ple (12.81%)

According to the annual data published by GİB, the number of visitors departing from Tür-
kiye in 2022 increased by 83.53% compared to the previous year, while according to MoCT 
data, this increase was 83.99%. Additionally, when examining MoCT’s monthly data, a pos-
itive change in visitor numbers throughout the year is observed. The months with the high-
est positive change were, in order, May, June, and February. In May, the number of foreign 
nationals departing from Türkiye increased by 356.46% compared to the same month in the 
previous year, with June showing an increase of 201.01%, and February showing an increase 
of 179.65%.

 Table 1.4.  Distribution of foreign visitors exiting Türkiye by month and rate of change (%), 2021-202216

Month 2021 2022 Rate of Change(%)

January 582,216 1,608,241 176.23

February 506,266 1,415,758 179.65

March 776,192 1,969,106 153.69

April 910,230 2,403,043 164.00

16 MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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May 766,928 3,500,731 356.46

June 1,507,737 4,538,431 201.01

July 3,350,237 5,713,250 70.53

August 4,593,059 7,101,168 54.61

September 3,664,055 5,881,570 60.52

October 3,802,633 5,230,041 37.54

November 2,102,260 2,958,804 40.74

December 1,671,443 2,266,424 35.60

Total 24,233,256 44,586,567 83.99

1.2.	 Visitors’ Reasons for Arrival

Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT) categorizes the reasons for visitors’ arrival in Türkiye 
into eight groups. Among the categories published by TURKSTAT the “health and medical 
reasons (less than 1 year)” category is related to medical tourism, the “education, internship 
(less than 1 year)” category is associated with international student mobility, and the “reli-
gious/pilgrimage” category is related to faith-based tourism.

In 2021, the most common reasons for visiting Türkiye were “travel, entertainment, sports, and 
cultural activities” (19,042,762 people, 64.87%), “visiting relatives and friends” (7,469,644 peo-
ple, 25.44%), and “business purposes (conference, meeting, duties, etc.)” (1,050,784 people, 
3.58%). In 2022, 34,493,205 visitors (67.15%) cited “travel, entertainment, sports, and cultural 
activities” as their reason for visiting, 10,948,412 (21.31%) cited “visiting relatives and friends,” 
and 2,356,255 (4.59%) cited “shopping” as their reason for arrival. In 2022, the number of vis-
itors coming to Türkiye for “shopping” increased compared to the previous year and rose to 
third place among the most common reasons for arrival.17 While it is considered an impor-
tant finding to explore whether this is related to the Turkish economy, it has not been evalu-
ated here as it is outside the scope of this study.

17 It has been observed that the media’s interest in this issue has been high in recent years, and in 2022, numerous news reports were 
published regarding foreign nationals coming to Türkiye for shopping. See: Cumhuriyet, “Ucuz TL 1,2 Milyon Turisti Alışverişe Çekti [Cheap 
TL Attracted 1.2 Million Tourists to Shopping]” (August 24, 2022), accessed February 5, 2023; PolitikYol, “Türkiye’ye Alışveriş Amaçlı Gel-
en Turist Sayısı 1,2 Milyonla Rekor Kırdı [Number of Tourists Visiting Türkiye for Shopping Breaks Record with 1.2 Million]” (August 24, 2022), 
accessed February 5, 2023; BirGün, “Bulgarlar Alışveriş İçin Edirne’ye Akın Etti: Bin Leva Bozdurdum ve 10 Bin Lira Harcadım [Bulgarians 
Flocked to Edirne for Shopping: I Changed One Thousand Leva and Spent 10 Thousand Lira]” (August 27, 2022), accessed February 5, 
2023; Gazete Duvar, “Bulgarlar Edirne’de: Her Şeyi Satın Alıyoruz [Bulgarians in Edirne: We Buy Everything]” (August 27, 2022), accessed 
February 5, 2023; Yeniçağ, “Bulgarlar Ucuz Ülke Türkiye’ye Şimdi De Okul Alışverişi İçin Geldi [Bulgarians Now Come to the Cheap Coun-
try Türkiye for School Shopping]” (September 11, 2022), accessed February 5, 2023; Posta, “Bulgarlar Bu Kez Kışlık Alışveriş İçin Türkiye’ye 
Akın Etti [Bulgarians This Time Flocked to Türkiye for Winter Shopping]” (September 24, 2022), accessed February 5, 2023; EnSonHab-
er, “Bulgarlar, Edirne’ye Kışlık Alışverişine Geliyor [Bulgarians Are Flocking to Türkiye for Winter Shopping]” (October 8, 2022), accessed 
February 5, 2023; Hürriyet BigPara, “Bulgarlar Edirne’ye Alışverişe Geldi [Bulgarians Come to Edirne for Shopping]” (November 21, 2022), 
accessed February 5, 2023; Mynet, “Cepleri Dolu Gelip Her Şeyi Satın Alıyorlar! Gürcistan’dan Alışveriş Akını… ‘550 Dolara Satacağım’ 
Edirne’den Sonra Yeni Adresleri Orası [They Come with Full Pockets and Buy Everything! Shopping Flock from Georgia... ‘I’ll Sell it for 550 
Dollars’ After Edirne, Their New Address is There]” (December 7, 2022), accessed February 5, 2023; Karar, “Ucuz Alışverişin Adresi Türkiye! 
Yüksek Kurla Yerli Baktı Yabancı Aldı [Cheap Shopping Address Türkiye! With the High Exchange Rate, Locals Looked and Foreigners 
Bought]” (December 7, 2022), accessed February 5, 2023.
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Figure 1.5.  Distribution of visitors by purpose of visit, 2021-202218

In 2022, foreign nationals visiting Türkiye stated that the main reasons for their arrival were 
“travel, entertainment, sports, and cultural activities” with 32,379,683 people (73.02%), “vis-
iting relatives and friends” with 6,423,694 people (14.49%), and “shopping” with 2,320,444 
people (5.23%). For Turkish citizens residing abroad, the ranking follows a similar pattern; 
however, the “shopping” option does not seem to be as appealing to them. Instead, busi-
ness-related trips appear to be a more attractive reason. In 2022, 4,524,718 Turkish citizens 
residing abroad (64.39%) visited Türkiye for “visiting relatives and friends,” 2,113,522 (30.08%) 
for “travel, entertainment, sports, and cultural activities,” and 173,658 (2.47%) for “business 
purposes (conferences, meetings, assignments, etc.).”

When examining the distribution by quarters, it has been observed that the distribution is 
similar to the year-end data. However, in the first and fourth quarters, the third most com-
mon reason for Turkish citizens residing abroad to visit Türkiye was travel for health and 
medical reasons, instead of business-related trips. In the first quarter, 51,093 Turkish citizens 
residing abroad (3.39%) visited Türkiye for “health and medical reasons (less than 1 year),” 

18 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute. See: Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT), “Geliş Nedenine Göre Çıkış Yapan 
Ziyaretçiler (Turizm İstatistikleri, IV. Çeyrek: Ekim-Aralık ve Yıllık, 2022)” accessed February 1, 2023.
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and 48,070 (3.19%) for “business purposes (conferences, meetings, assignments, etc.)” In the 
fourth quarter, 40,506 (2.55%) visited Türkiye for “health and medical reasons (less than 1 
year),” and 36,622 (2.31%) for “business purposes (conferences, meetings, assignments, etc.).”

Table 1.5.  Distribution of visitors’ reasons for arrivval to Türkiye, 202219

Reason for 
Arrival

Visitor 
Type

First Quarter 
(January- 

March)

Second 
Quarter 

(April-June)

Third Quarter 
(July-

September

Fourth 
Quarter 

(October-
December)

Total

Visiting 
relatives and 
friends

Foreigner 1,184,799 1,425,279 2,205,836 1,607,780 6,423,694

Turkish 
Ciziten 
Residing 
Abroad

946,881 898,683 1,531,105 1,148,049 4,524,718

Total 2,131,680 2,323,962 3,736,941 2,755,829 10,948,412

Shopping

Foreigner 490,052 627,556 535,794 667,042 2,320,444

Turkish 
Ciziten 
Residing 
Abroad

13,605 12,804 6,628 2,774 35,811

Total 503,657 640,360 542,422 669,816 2,356,255

Religious/
Pilgrimage

Foreigner 2,401 5,553 5,450 3,725 17,129

Turkish 
Ciziten 
Residing 
Abroad

- - 1,036 832 1,868

Total 2,401 5,553 6,486 4,557 18,997

Education, 
internship 
(less than 1 
year)

Foreigner 27,696 39,013 41,458 30,662 138,829

Turkish 
Ciziten 
Residing 
Abroad

2,721 4,169 1,243 8,046 16,179

Total 30,417 43,182 42,701 38,708 155,008

Travel, en-
tertainment, 
sports, and 
cultural ac-
tivities

Foreigner 2,607,086 7,575,726 15,005,450 7,191,421 32,379,683

Turkish 
Ciziten 
Residing 
Abroad

445,022 542,247 774,459 351,794 2,113,522

Total 3,052,108 8,117,973 15,779,909 7,543,215 34,493,205

Business 
purposes 
(conferences, 
meetings, 
assignments, 
etc.)

Foreigner 318,180 321,467 313,024 414,902 1,367,573

Turkish 
Ciziten 
Residing 
Abroad

48,070 54,790 34,176 36,622 173,658

Total 366,250 376,257 347,200 451,524 1,541,231

19 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute. See: TURKSTAT, “Geliş Nedenine Göre Çıkış Yapan Ziyaretçiler (Turizm İstatis-
tikleri, IV. Çeyrek: Ekim-Aralık ve Yıllık, 2022)”. The data published by TURKSTAT includes the number of Turkish citizens residing abroad 
and the total number. The number of foreign visitors has been obtained by subtracting the number of Turkish citizens residing abroad 
from the total number of visitors, and this data has been recorded in the relevant rows of Table 5.
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Health and 
medical 
reasons (less 
than 1 year)

Foreigner 242,628 266,430 247,327 341,355 1,097,740

Turkish 
Ciziten 
Residing 
Abroad

51,093 43,773 25,270 40,506 160,642

Total 293,721 310,203 272,597 381,861 1,258,382

Transit

Foreigner 5,484 21,008 36,931 32,081 95,504

Turkish 
Ciziten 
Residing 
Abroad

- - - - -

Total 5,484 21,008 36,931 32,081 95,504

Other

Foreigner 65,636 100,038 234,733 100,519 500,926

Turkish 
Ciziten 
Residing 
Abroad

302 596 207 - 1,105

Total 65,938 100,634 234,940 100,519 502,031

Total

Foreigner 4,943,964 10,382,068 18,626,004 10,389,487 44,341,522

Turkish 
Citizen 
Residing 
Abroad

1,507,693 1,557,063 2,374,124 1,588,624 7,027,504

Total 6,451,657 11,939,131 21,000,128 11,978,111 51,369,026

1.3.	 Types of Transportation Used by Foreign Visitors When Coming to Türkiye

When examining the types of transportation used by foreign nationals visiting Türkiye, it has 
been observed that in both 2021 and 2022, the most preferred mode of transport was air 
travel. After air transport, the most commonly used transportation modes were land vehicles, 
sea vessels, and trains. In 2021, 20,326,854 people (82.25%) used air travel, 4,176,219 people 
(16.90%) used land vehicles, and 207,606 people (0.84%) used sea vessels. The number of 
people traveling to Türkiye by train was relatively low compared to other modes, with only 
1,587 people (0.01%) choosing to travel by train. In 2022, 33,589,650 people (76.05%) used air 
travel, 9,002,404 people (20.20%) used land vehicles, and 1,653,603 people (3.71%) used sea 
vessels. The number of people using trains was 18,738 (0.04%). When comparing the data 
from both years, it is evident that in 2022, the proportion of foreign visitors arriving in Türki-
ye by air decreased in relation to the total number of foreign visitors, and the other types of 
transportation were distributed in varying proportions.
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Table 1.6.  Distribution of foreign visitors entering Türkiye by mode of transport and month, 2021–202220

Month

2021 2022

 
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total  
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total

January 400,784 99,756 9,241 6 509,787 983,111 287,563 10,980 12 1,281,666

February 414,049 115,080 8,843 4 537,976 1,165,815 363,464 12,094 20 1,541,393

March 743,029 151,447 10,837 10 905,323 1,466,718 601,118 11,701 28 2,079,565

April 633,406 146,255 11,015 11 790,687 1,880,917 637,747 55,420 339 2,574,423

May 764,662 161,730 9,878 12 936,282 3,008,126 715,457 147,725 1,904 3,873,212

June 1,700,006 330,949 16,555 86 2,047,596 3,984,892 836,969 190,954 2,006 5,014,821

July 3,557,033 778,981 24,488 450 4,360,952 5,161,976 1,255,897 244,190 2,907 6,664,970

August 3,366,575 580,383 34,682 528 3,982,168 4,901,572 1,098,498 301,219 3,481 6,304,770

September 3,064,808 422,201 26,277 167 3,513,453 4,205,046 996,751 271,148 2,508 5,475,453

October 3,027,706 421,440 22,191 203 3,471,540 3,686,340 839,016 275,903 1,939 4,803,198

November 1,331,435 411,661 20,805 81 1,763,982 1,772,489 680,941 96,199 1,854 2,551,483

December 1,323,361 556,336 12,794 29 1,892,520 1,672,648 688,983 36,070 1,740 2,399,441

Total 20,326,854 4,176,219 207,606 1,587 24,712,266 33,889,650 9,002,404 1,653,603 18,738 44,564,395

Rate (%) 82.25 16.90 0.84 0.01 100.00 76.05 20.20 3.71 0.04 100.00

The types of transportation used by foreign nationals departing from Türkiye follow a similar 
profile to those entering the country. In 2021, the most commonly used transportation modes 
by foreign visitors departing Türkiye were air travel with 19,878,753 people (82.03%) and land 
vehicles with 4,142,922 people (17.10%). Sea vessels (209,074 people, 0.86%) and trains (2,507 
people, 0.01%) were used to a much lesser extent. In 2022, the most used modes of trans-
portation were again air travel (33,932,465 people, 76.10%) and land vehicles (8,966,718 peo-
ple, 20.11%). Sea vessels were used by 1,668,358 people (3.74%), and 19,026 people (0.04%) 
departed from Türkiye by train.

20 MoCT-YİGM, “2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri 
[2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”. The Ministry’s published monthly data includes distribution statistics for Turkish citizens residing abroad 
regarding the types of transportation they used to enter Türkiye. However, since statistics on Turkish citizens residing abroad departing 
from Türkiye are not available, the relevant data has not been evaluated within the scope of this study.
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Table 1.7.  Distribution of foreign visitors exiting Türkiye by mode of transport and month, 2021-202221

Month

2021 2022

 
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total  
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total

January 461,708 111,278 9,224 6 582,216 1,244,988 352,340 10,902 11 1,608,241

February 381,330 115,898 9,034 4 506,266 1,052,099 351,922 11,726 11 1,415,758

March 611,130 154,565 10,487 10 776,192 1,407,271 550,027 11,786 22 1,969,106

April 732,936 165,925 11,359 10 910,230 1,694,122 652,809 55,589 523 2,403,043

May 611,166 145,661 10,084 17 766,928 2,658,932 690,217 149,615 1,967 3,500,731

June 1,207,997 283,363 16,347 30 1,507,737 3,579,577 764,750 191,681 2,423 4,538,431

July 2,792,284 535,520 22,310 123 3,350,237 4,537,879 933,161 240,063 2,147 5,713,250

August 3,766,842 789,225 35,853 1,139 4,593,059 5,425,348 1,363,949 308,130 3,741 7,101,168

September 3,153,966 481,962 27,604 523 3,664,055 4,508,189 1,093,726 276,688 2,967 5,881,570

October 3,330,893 448,238 23,008 494 3,802,633 4,069,654 878,340 280,183 1,864 5,230,041

November 1,677,434 403,758 20,933 135 2,102,260 2,164,883 694,570 97,435 1,916 2,958,804

December 1,151,067 507,529 12,831 16 1,671,443 1,589,523 640,907 34,560 1,434 2,266,424

Total 19,878,753 4,142,922 209,074 2,507 24,233,256 33,932,465 8,966,718 1,668,358 19,026 44,586,567

Rate (%) 82.03 17.10 0.86 0.01 100.00 76.10 20.11 3.74 0.04 100.00

1.4.	 Provinces in Türkiye Visited by Foreign Nationals

Foreign visitors arriving in Türkiye in 2022 entered through border gates in a total of 58 prov-
inces. However, there is no data available for 21 provinces, and it is evident from the data 
published by MoCT that no foreign nationals entered the provinces of Tokat and Erzincan. 
This should not be interpreted as these provinces receiving no tourists. Since MoCT data 
shows the provinces where foreign nationals entered Türkiye, visitors arriving in any province 
may have also visited other provinces. However, the provinces shown on Map 1 are impor-
tant as they represent the “first” choice of visitors.

There are two provinces (Istanbul and Antalya) that saw more than 10 million foreign visitors. 
Two provinces (Edirne and Muğla) received between 2.5 million and 10 million visitors, and 
two provinces (Artvin and Izmir) had between 1 million and 2.5 million foreign visitors. On the 
other hand, there were 23 provinces where fewer than 10,000 foreign nationals entered, and 
17 provinces where the number of foreign visitors ranged between 10,000 and 100,000. This 
indicates that tourism activity is concentrated in certain cities.

21 Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, prepared by the authors. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış 
İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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Map 1.1.  Distribution of foreign visitors arriving in Türkiye by province of entry, 202222

The most visited provinces by foreign nationals in 2021 were Istanbul with 9,025,004 people 
(36.52%), Antalya with 8,737,168 people (35.36%), and Edirne with 2,599,609 people (10.52%). In 
2022, the most visited provinces were Istanbul with 16,018,726 people (35.95%), Antalya with 
12,818,472 people (28.76%), and Edirne with 4,636,437 people (10.40%). As seen, the ranking 
of the most visited  provinces did not change from 2021 to 2022. However, the share of these 
provinces in the total number of visitors has slightly decreased. On the other hand, the ra-
tio of the number of visitors entering Türkiye from the provinces listed in Table 1.8 to the to-
tal number of foreign visitors was 95.30% in 2021, while this ratio decreased to 94.59% in 2022. 
This can be interpreted as an increase in the number of foreign visitors entering Türkiye from 
provinces not listed in the table.

Table 1.8.  Distribution of foreign visitors to Türkiye by the top 10 provinces and mode of transport, 2021-202223

Province

2021 2022

 
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total  
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total

Ankara 399,165 - - - 399,165 495,724 - - - 495,724

Antalya 8,735,205 - 1,963 - 8,737,168 12,757,742 - 60,730 - 12,818,472

Artvin 339 270,231 367 - 270,937 385 1,720,455 620 - 1,721,460

Aydın - - 9,264 - 9,264 - - 511,817 - 511,817

Edirne - 2,598,285 - 1,324 2,599,609 - 4,619,252 - 17,185 4,636,437

Iğdır - 143,605 - - 143,605 287 214,070 - 214,357

22 Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, prepared by the authors. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış 
İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”. In the file published by MoCT, the number of foreign nationals entering Türkiye from To-
kat and Erzincan is listed as zero (0), and no data has been entered for the other 21 provinces, with even the names of these provinces 
not included in the relevant table.

23 A short dash (-) indicates that data is not available. In both years, the provinces are ranked according to the total number of visitors 
arriving in the relevant province during the respective year. Cells highlighted in red indicate that the province was not among the top 
10 most visited provinces in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, prepared by the authors. 
See: MoCT-YİGM, “2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”;MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatis-
tikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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İstanbul 8,987,904 - 37,100 - 9,025,004 15,785,180 - 233,546 - 16,018,726

İzmir 631,083 - 6,491 - 637,574 1,337,270 - 125,188 - 1,462,458

Kırklareli - 277,999 - - 277,999 - 632,477 - - 632,477

Muğla 974,159 - 53,480 - 1,027,639 2,460,356 - 529,375 - 2,989,731

Şırnak - 423,526 - - 423,526 - 653,439 - - 653,439

Other 598,999 462,573 98,941 263 1,160,776 1,052,706 1,162,711 192,327 1,553 2,409,297

Total 20,326,854 4,176,219 207,606 1,587 24,712,266 33,889,650 9,002,404 1,653,603 18,738 44,564,395

When examining the distribution of foreign visitors departing from Türkiye according to the 
provinces, in 2021, the province with the highest number of departures was Istanbul with 
8,729,293 people (36.02%), followed by Antalya with 8,651,056 people (35.70%) and Edirne 
with 2,518,268 people (10.39%). In 2022, the provinces with the highest number of departures 
were Istanbul with 16,207,775 people (36.35%), Antalya with 12,719,559 people (28.53%), and 
Edirne with 4,567,792 people (10.24%). On the other hand, the ratio of foreign visitors depart-
ing from the provinces listed in Table 1.9 to the total number of foreign visitors departing in 
2021 was 95.17%, while this ratio decreased to 94.41% in 2022.

Table 1.9.  Distribution of foreign visitors departing from Türkiye by the top 10 provinces and mode of 
transport, 2021-202224

Province

2021 2022

 
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total  
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total

Ankara 381,116 - - - 381,116 496,798 - - - 496,798

Antalya 8,649,438 - 1,618 - 8,651,056 12,658,561 - 60,998 - 12,719,559

Artvin 297 286,110 368 - 286,775 414 1,709,195 614 - 1,710,223

Aydın - - 9,287 - 9,287 - - 517,847 - 517,847

Edirne - 2,515,985 - 2,283 2,518,268 - 4,550,287 - 17,505 4,567,792

Hatay 3,348 131,810 4,110 - 139,268 16,322 111,389 10,506 - 138,217

İstanbul 8,690,084 - 39,209 - 8,729,293 15,973,408 - 234,367 - 16,207,775

İzmir 627,882 - 5,401 - 633,283 1,355,960 - 126,145 - 1,482,105

Kırklareli - 278,349 - - 278,349 - 609,027 - - 609,027

Muğla 961,987 - 53,862 - 1,015,849 2,425,338 - 533,457 - 2,958,795

Şırnak - 420,181 - - 420,181 - 684,723 - - 684,723

Other 564,601 510,487 95,219 224 1,170,531 1,005,664 1,302,097 184,424 1,521 2,493,706

Total 19,878,753 4,142,922 209,074 2,507 24,233,256 33,932,465 8,966,718 1,668,358 19,026 44,586,567

24 A short dash (-) indicates that data is not available. The provinces are ranked according to the total number of visitors arriving in the 
respective province during the relevant year. Cells highlighted in red indicate that the province was not among the top 10 most visit-
ed provinces in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, prepared by the authors. See: MoCT-
YİGM, “2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 
Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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According to the Customs statistics of the Ministry of Trade (Figure 1.6), the total number of 
passengers entering and exiting through land border gates in 2021 was 14,093,725, while 
in 2022, this number increased to 28,712,060. The most used border gates in 2021 were 
Kapıkule Border Gate (Edirne) with 5,392,795 people (38.26%), Habur Border Gate (Şırnak) 
with 2,991,721 people (21.23%), and Hamzabeyli Border Gate (Edirne) with 1,225,367 peo-
ple (8.91%). In 2022, these gates were Kapıkule Border Gate (Edirne) with 7,880,243 people 
(27.45%), Sarp Border Gate (Artvin) with 5,081,473 people (17.70%), and Habur Border Gate 
(Şırnak) with 4,688,541 people (16.33%). As seen, although the number of passengers enter-
ing and exiting through Kapıkule Border Gate increased from 2021 to 2022, the proportion of 
passengers passing through this gate compared to the total number of passengers at all 
border gates decreased. A similar situation applies to Habur Border Gate as well. Consid-
ering the continued impact of the coronavirus pandemic in 2021, it is believed that the entry 
and exit traffic was concentrated at these gates during the pandemic period, while in 2022, 
the variety of border gates used increased as the pandemic ended. On the other hand, the 
ratio of passengers entering and exiting through the top 10 most frequently used border 
gates in 2022 to the total number of passengers at all land border gates25 remained high, 
with 91.99% in 2021 and 91.11% in 2022. 
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Figure 1.6.  Number of passengers entering and exiting through customs gates according to the Min-
istry of Trade data, 2021-202226

25 The Ministry of Trade data includes information on a total of 23 land border gates. 

26 Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Trade, prepared by the authors. See: Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Trade (MoT), “Kara Güm-
rük Kapılarına Göre Yolcu Sayıları [Number of Passengers by Land Customs Gates]” Accessed January 14, 2023. 
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1.5.	 Nationalities of Visitors

Türkiye has the potential to attract visitors from almost every part of the world. In 2021 and 
2022, visitors from over 200 different nationalities came to Türkiye.27 Table 1.10 shows the top 
10 nationalities with the highest number of visitors, according to GİB and MoCT data. Accord-
ing to GİB data, the most common nationalities of visitors to Türkiye in 2021 were Russia with 
4,683,864 people (19.02%), Germany with 3,083,030 people (12.52%), and Ukraine with 2,049,834 
people (8.32%). In 2022, the nationalities with the highest number of visitors were Germany, 
with 5,591,588 people (12.78%), Russia, with 5,219,071 people (11.93%), and the United Kingdom, 
with 3,274,313 people (7.48%). On the other hand, according to MoCT data, the highest num-
ber of foreign visitors in 2021 came from Russia, with 4,694,422 people (18.90%), followed by 
Germany, with 3,085,215 people (12.48%), and Ukraine, with 2,060,008 people (8.34%). In 2022, 
these nationalities were ranked as follows: Germany with 5,679,194 people (12.74%), Russia with 
5,232,611 people (11.74%), and the United Kingdom with 3,370,739 people (7.56%).

Table 1.10.  Distribution of visitors to Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and rate of change (%), 2021–202228

Nationality

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

Presidency 
of Migration 

Management

 Ministry of 
Culture and 

Tourism

Presidency 
of Migration 

Management

 Ministry of 
Culture and 

Tourism

Presidency 
of Migration 

Management

 Ministry of 
Culture and 

Tourism

USA - 371,759 - 1,013,478 - 172.62

Germany 3,083,030 3,085,215 5,591,588 5,679,194 81.37 84.08

Bulgaria 1,402,098 1,402,795 2,850,775 2,882,512 103.32 105.48

France 620,334 621,493 960,983 986,090 54.91 58.66

Georgia - 291,852 1,521,449 1,514,813 - 419.03

Netherlands 645,049 645,601 1,221,255 1,244,756 89.33 92.81

Iraq 836,648 836,624 1,205,926 1,208,895 44.14 44.50

England - 392,746 3,274,313 3,370,739 - 758.25

Iran 1,153,098 1,153,092 2,339,800 2,331,076 102.91 102.16

Poland 585,013 585,076 1,123,153 1,135,903 91.99 94.15

Romania 495,401 496,178 - 886,555 - 78.68

Russia 4,683,864 4,694,422 5,219,071 5,232,611 11.43 11.46

Ukraine 2,049,834 2,060,008 - 675,467 - -67.21

Other 9,076,316 8,075,405 18,452,876 16,402,306 103.31 103.11

Total 24,630,685 24,712,266 43,761,189 44,564,395 77.67 80.33

27 In the statistics shared by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the “milliyetlere göre dağılım” tables also include headings such as the 
United Nations and the European Union. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.

28 A short dash (-) indicates that data is not available. Cells highlighted in red indicate that the nationality in question was not among 
the top 10 nationalities with the highest number of visitors in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism and the Presidency of Migration Management. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit 
Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; GİB, “Giriş-Çıkış [Entry-Exit]”. Since the 
Presidency of Migration Management only shares statistics for the top 10 nationalities, data for visitors from certain nationalities in 2021 
and 2022 has not been accessible.
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When examining the top 10 nationalities with the highest number of visitors to Türkiye, in 
2021, the nationalities using air travel the most were Russia with 4,640,139 people (22.83%), 
Germany with 2,769,344 people (13.62%), and Ukraine with 1,960,946 people (9.65%). In 2022, 
these nationalities were Germany with 5,124,613 people (15.12%), Russia with 4,915,284 peo-
ple (14.50%), and the United Kingdom with 3,133,893 people (9.25%). On the other hand, the 
foreign nationals arriving in Türkiye by land vehicles in 2021 were from Bulgaria with 1,319,874 
people (31.60%), Iraq with 412,187 people (9.87%), and Germany with 312,222 people (7.48%). 
In 2022, the most frequent nationalities arriving by land were from Bulgaria with 2,654,624 
people (29.49%), Georgia with 1,398,606 people (15.54%), and Iran with 931,626 people 
(10.35%).

Table 1.11.  Distribution of visitors to Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and mode of transport, 2021–202229

Nationality

2021 2022

 
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total  
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total

USA 347,088 3,748 20,923 0 371,759 718,106 9,941 284,982 449 1,013,478

Germany 2,769,344 312,222 3,009 640 3,085,215 5,124,613 370,300 181,698 2,583 5,679,194

Bulgaria 80,957 1,319,874 1,865 99 1,402,795 207,476 2,654,624 15,141 5,271 2,882,512

France 515,153 104,334 1,963 43 621,493 830,699 109,689 44,854 848 986,090

Georgia 65,141 219,795 6,915 1 291,852 107,464 1,398,606 8,709 34 1,514,813

Netherlands 561,039 83,483 1,032 47 645,601 1,097,075 97,319 49,648 714 1,244,756

Iraq 424,292 412,187 145 - 836,624 550,955 656,989 915 36 1,208,895

England 362,471 22,410 7,855 10 392,746 3,133,893 44,901 190,933 1,012 3,370,739

Iran 943,206 208,293 1,468 125 1,153,092 1,396,393 931,626 2,889 168 2,331,076

Poland 569,093 14,600 1,381 2 585,076 1,036,969 28,057 70,713 164 1,135,903

Romania 263,367 230,136 2,671 4 496,178 474,173 396,466 15,523 393 886,555

Russia 4,640,139 29,949 24,333 1 4,694,422 4,915,284 236,100 80,592 635 5,232,611

Ukraine 1,960,946 66,944 32,114 4 2,060,008 369,234 277,117 28,649 467 675,467

Other 6,824,618 1,148,244 101,932 611 8,075,405 13,927,316 1,790,669 678,357 5,964 16,402,306

Total 20,326,854 4,176,219 207,606 1,587 24,712,266 33,889,650 9,002,404 1,653,603 18,738 44,564,395

According to GİB data, the nationalities with the highest number of foreign visitors depart-
ing Türkiye in 2021 were Russia with 4,648,110 people (19.25%), Germany with 3,012,498 peo-
ple (12.47%), and Ukraine with 2,045,829 people (8.47%). In 2022, these nationalities were 
Germany with 5,753,830 people (12.98%), Russia with 5,205,377 people (11.74%), and the Unit-
ed Kingdom with 3,315,291 people (7.48%). On the other hand, according to MoCT data, 

29 A short dash (-) indicates that data is not available. Cells highlighted in red indicate that the nationality in question was not among 
the top 10 nationalities with the highest number of visitors in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism, prepared by the authors. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, 
“2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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the nationalities with the highest number of departures from Türkiye in 2021 were Russia 
with 4,658,759 people (19.22%), Germany with 3,014,611 people (12.44%), and Ukraine with 
2,056,602 people (8.49%). In 2022, these nationalities were Germany with 5,689,999 people 
(12.76%), Russia with 5,080,835 people (11.40%), and the United Kingdom with 3,379,338 peo-
ple (7.58%).

Table 1.12.  Distribution of visitors departing from Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and rate of change (%), 
2021–202230

Nationality

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

Presidency 
of Migration 

Management

Ministry of 
Culture and 

Tourism

Presidency 
of Migration 

Management

Ministry of 
Culture and 

Tourism

Presidency 
of Migration 

Management

Ministry of 
Culture and 

Tourism

USA - 370,799 - 1,020,611 - 175.25

Germany 3,012,498 3,014,611 5,753,830 5,689,999 91.00 88.75

Bulgaria 1,380,516 1,381,218 2,885,339 2,875,588 109.00 108.19

France 616,224 617,350 989,312 990,212 60.54 60.40

Georgia - 297,083 1,525,607 1,521,215 - 412.05

Netherlands 632,146 632,691 1,253,002 1,262,308 98.21 99.51

Iraq 819,844 819,830 1,244,327 1,234,827 51.78 50.62

England - 380,949 3,315,291 3,379,338 - 787.08

Iran 1,090,466 1,090,452 2,345,371 2,332,813 115.08 113.93

Poland 583,673 583,725 1,130,413 1,135,767 93.67 94.57

Romania 488,735 489,520 - 882,017 - 80.18

Russia 4,648,110 4,658,759 5,205,377 5,080,835 11.99 9.06

Ukraine 2,045,829 2,056,602 - 641,936 - -68.79

Other 8,832,592 7,839,667 18,676,326 16,539,101 111.45 110.97

Total 24,150,633 24,233,256 44,324,195 44,586,567 83.53 83.99

In Table 1.13, which shows data on the top 10 nationalities with the highest number of de-
partures from Türkiye, the nationalities with the most departures by air in 2021 were Russia 
with 4,602,714 people (23.15%), Germany with 2,718,087 people (13.67%), and Ukraine with 
1,959,025 people (9.85%). In 2022, these nationalities were Germany with 5,145,468 people 
(15.16%), Russia with 4,792,214 people (14.12%), and the United Kingdom with 3,143,819 peo-
ple (9.26%). On the other hand, the nationalities with the most departures by land in 2021 
were Bulgaria with 1,295,761 people (31.28%), Iraq with 404,960 people (9.77%), and Germany 
with 292,526 people (7.06%). In 2022, these nationalities were Bulgaria with 2,641,518 people 
(29.46%), Georgia with 1,397,125 people (15.58%), and Iran with 909,444 people (10.14%).

30 A short dash (-) indicates that data is not available. Cells highlighted in red indicate that the nationality in question was not among 
the top 10 nationalities with the highest number of departures in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism and the Directorate General of Migration Management, prepared by the authors. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-
Çıkış İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; 
GİB, “Giriş-Çıkış [Entry-Exit]”. Since the Presidency of Migration Management only shares statistics for the top 10 nationalities, data for 
visitors from certain nationalities in 2021 and 2022 has not been accessible. 
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Table 1.13.  Distribution of visitors departing from Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and mode of transport, 
2021-202231

Nationality

2021 2022

 
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total  
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total

USA 346,974 3,518 20,303 4 370,799 723,449 10,069 286,562 531 1,020,611

Germany 2,718,087 292,526 2,965 1,033 3,014,611 5,145,468 359,331 182,880 2,320 5,689,999

Bulgaria 83,471 1,295,761 1,806 180 1,381,218 213,860 2,641,518 15,018 5,192 2,875,588

France 514,012 101,484 1,763 91 617,350 835,406 108,856 45,193 757 990,212

Georgia 61,566 228,337 7,179 1 297,083 115,418 1,397,125 8,596 76 1,521,215

Netherlands 553,653 77,836 1,034 168 632,691 1,118,568 93,081 50,108 551 1,262,308

Iraq 414,669 404,960 201 - 819,830 553,897 679,826 1,069 35 1,234,827

England 349,425 23,564 7,943 17 380,949 3,143,819 43,421 191,184 914 3,379,338

Iran 867,348 220,884 2,105 115 1,090,452 1,418,772 909,444 4,425 172 2,332,813

Poland 568,077 14,399 1,247 2 583,725 1,036,951 28,053 70,592 171 1,135,767

Romania 261,219 225,742 2,528 31 489,520 472,417 393,562 15,546 492 882,017

Russia 4,602,714 30,909 25,135 1 4,658,759 4,792,214 207,177 80,760 684 5,080,835

Ukraine 1,959,025 65,756 31,821 0 2,056,602 368,305 246,007 27,041 583 641,936

Other 6,578,513 1,157,246 103,044 864 7,839,667 13,993,921 1,849,248 689,384 6,548 16,539,101

Total 19,878,753 4,142,922 209,074 2,507 24,233,256 33,932,465 8,966,718 1,668,358 19,026 44,586,567

In 2021, 70,604 German nationals, 62,640 Iranian nationals, and 35,663 Russian nationals 
entered Türkiye but did not depart within the same year. In 2022, 151,776 Russian nation-
als, 33,531 Ukrainian nationals, and 6,924 Bulgarian nationals did not leave Türkiye within the 
same year. It is believed that the reason why Russian and Ukrainian nationals did not depart 
is related to Russia’s involvement with Ukraine. Notably, there were more Russian nationals 
who entered and did not depart compared to Ukrainian nationals.

On the other hand, in 2021, the nationality with more departures than arrivals was Georgia, 
with 5,231 more departures than arrivals. In 2022, however, there were 25,932 more depar-
tures from Iraq, 17,552 more from the Netherlands, and 10,805 more from Bulgaria than arriv-
als. This suggests that some of the individuals who entered Türkiye in the previous year (2021) 
departed in 2022.

31 Cells highlighted in red indicate that the nationality in question was not among the top 10 nationalities with the highest number of de-
partures in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, prepared by the authors. A short dash (-) 
indicates that data is not available. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-
YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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Table 1.14.  Distribution of the difference between entries and exits by top 10 nationalities and mode of 
transportation, 2021–202232

Nationality

The Difference Between Foreign Visitors Entering and Exiting

2021 2022

 
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total  
Air

 
Land

 
Sea

 
Train

Total

USA 114 230 620 -4 960 -5,343 -128 -1,580 -82 -7,133

Germany 51,257 19,696 44 -393 70,604 -20,855 10,969 -1,182 263 -10,805

Bulgaria -2,514 24,113 59 -81 21,577 -6,384 13,106 123 79 6,924

France 1,141 2,850 200 -48 4,143 -4,707 833 -339 91 -4,122

Georgia 3,575 -8,542 -264 0 -5,231 -7,954 1,481 113 -42 -6,402

Netherlands 7,386 5,647 -2 -121 12,910 -21,493 4,238 -460 163 -17,552

Iraq 9,623 7,227 -56 - 16,794 -2,942 -22,837 -154 1 -25,932

England 13,046 -1,154 -88 -7 11,797 -9,926 1,480 -251 98 -8,599

Iran 75,858 -12,591 -637 10 62,640 -22,379 22,182 -1,536 -4 -1,737

Poland 1,016 201 134 0 1,351 18 4 121 -7 136

Romania 2,148 4,394 143 -27 6,658 1,756 2,904 -23 -99 4,538

Russia 37,425 -960 -802 0 35,663 123,070 28,923 -168 -49 151,776

Ukraine 1,921 1,188 293 4 3,406 929 31,110 1,608 -116 33,531

Other 246,105 -9,002 -1,112 -253 235,738 -66,605 -58,579 -11,027 -584 -136,795

Total 448,101 33,297 -1,468 -920 479,010 -42,815 35,686 -14,755 -288 -22,172

1.6.	 Day Visitors

MoCT defines the concept of “day visitors” in four points. According to this definition, day 
visitors are those who do not stay overnight in the country they are visiting, crew members 
who are not permanent residents of the country, “train passengers who stay overnight on 
the train” for those arriving by train, and “those who spend the night on the ship” for those 
arriving by ship.33 However, in the statistics presented under the “day visitors” category by 
MoCT, data is only available for day visitors arriving in Türkiye by sea.34 

32 A short dash (-) indicates that data is not available. Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, prepared by the 
authors. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış 
İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.

33 Although there is no direct definition of “day visitors” in another piece of legislation, there is a definition for “day trip boat.” According 
to this, a day trip boat is defined as “a marine tourism vessel that, for sightseeing, entertainment, and tourism purposes, disembarks 
passengers at the same port on the same day, has a kitchen, provides swimming and sunbathing services, and holds a certificate of 
seaworthiness.” See: Deniz Turizmi Yönetmeliği [Regulation on Maritime Tourism]  (DTY), Official Gazette 27298 (July 24, 2009), Council of 
Ministers Decision No: 2009/15212, Article 24/1-a.

34 MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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In the statistics file shared with the public by MoCT, there are two separate tables related to 
day visitors. The first table is titled “day visitors,” while the second contains data on “foreign 
day visitors.” Between 2013 and 2020, the difference between these two types of visitors 
was approximately two to three thousand each year. However, since 2020, this difference 
has risen above 10,000. Therefore, although it could be assumed that the group creating 
the difference between foreign day visitors and total day visitors consists of Turkish citizens 
residing abroad, it is not possible to make a definitive conclusion, as the Ministry has not 
made a statement on this matter.

It can be said that the number of day visitors to Türkiye has generally followed a down-
ward trend over the last 10 years. However, the rapid increase in the number of such visi-
tors in 2022 can be interpreted as an indication that Türkiye has a significant potential in 
terms of day visitors, a potential that has generally remained untapped. In 2013, the number 
of day visitors to Türkiye was 2,065,863, but by 2016, this number had fallen below one mil-
lion, reaching 617,891. In 2020, the lowest level of day visitors in the last 10 years was record-
ed, with the number dropping to 77,234. In 2021, with 113,520 visitors, the ongoing impact of 
the pandemic was still evident. However, the increase in the number of day visitors in 2022, 
which nearly reached one million (934,714), is a significant finding, as this level is even higher 
than the number of day visitors in 2016.

A similar situation can be observed for foreign day visitors. In 2013, the number of foreign day 
visitors to Türkiye was 2,063,538, but by 2016, it had decreased to 615,477. In 2020, the num-
ber reached its lowest level in the last 10 years, dropping to 62,441. In 2021, this number in-
creased slightly to 89,291, and in 2022, there was a rapid rise, reaching 921,748.
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35 Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, prepared by the authors. See: Republic of Türkiye, Ministry of Culture 
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When examining the distribution of day visitors to Türkiye by month, in 2021, the months with 
the highest number of day visitors were August with 23,523 people (20.72%), July with 14,581 
people (12.84%), and September with 14,296 people (12.59%). In 2022, these months were 
October with 176,193 people (18.85%), August with 164,355 people (17.58%), and September 
with 157,817 people (16.88%).

The months with the highest number of foreign day visitors to Türkiye were the same as 
above. In 2021, the highest number of foreign day visitors were in August with 20,883 peo-
ple (23.39%), September with 13,739 people (15.39%), and July with 11,439 people (12.81%). In 
2022, these months were October with 176,193 people (19.12%), August with 164,355 people 
(17.83%), and September with 157,817 people (17.12%).

Table 1.15.  Distribution of day visits by month and rate of change (%), 2021-202236

Month

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

Foreign 
National Total Foreign 

National Total Foreign 
National Total

January 2,901 4,800 2,189 4,110 -24.54 -14.38

February 2,420 4,288 1,642 4,081 -32.15 -4.83

March 2,980 4,913 569 569 -80.91 -88.42

April 3,185 5,420 32,130 32,207 908.79 494.23

May 2,277 5,293 86,259 86,437 3688.27 1533.04

June 6,369 9,940 108,199 108,370 1598.84 990.24

July 11,439 14,581 124,327 126,187 986.87 765.42

August 20,883 23,523 164,355 166,535 687.03 607.97

September 13,739 14,296 157,817 161,267 1048.68 1028.06

October 10,075 10,158 176,193 176,786 1648.81 1640.36

November 10,241 10,242 57,293 57,384 459.45 460.28

December 2,782 6,066 10,775 10,781 287.31 77.73

Total 89,291 113,520 921,748 934,714 932.30 723.39

In 2021, there were 18 provinces and 32 ports hosting foreign day visitors. By 2022, the num-
ber of provinces had decreased to 15, while the number of ports had increased to 37. In 
2021, the provinces with the highest number of foreign day visitors were Muğla with 45,312 
people, Samsun with 20,947 people, and Aydın with 8,605 people. In 2022, these provinc-
es were ranked as Aydın with 466,697 people, Muğla with 197,225 people, and Istanbul with 
130,388 people.

and Tourism, Directorate General of Investments and Enterprises. (MoCT-YİGM), “2013 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2016 Border En-
try-Exit Statistics]” Accessed 24 Mayıs 2023; Republic of Türkiye, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Directorate General of Investments and 
Enterprises. (MoCT-YİGM), “2016 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2016 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]” Accessed 24 Mayıs 2023; MoCT-YİGM, 
“2019 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2019 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border 
Entry-Exit Statistics]”.

36 Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, prepared by the authors. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış 
İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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The absence of data for some provinces in 2021 or 2022 is notable. For example, while there 
was no data on day visitors to Antalya in 2021, over 25,000 visitors were hosted in 2022. Sim-
ilar examples can often be found in previous years as well.39 Whether this inconsistency in 
data production stems from tourism activity or errors made during the data production pro-
cess is an issue that requires further investigation. However, as this falls outside the scope of 
this study, it has not been addressed here.

Table 1.16.  Distribution of foreign day-trippers by top 10 provinces and rate of change (%), 2021–202237

Province 2021 2022 Rate of 
Change (%) Province 2021 2022 Rate of 

Change (%)

Antalya - 25,189 - İstanbul 1,699 130,388 7574.40

Aydın 8,605 466,697 5323.56 İzmir - 46,016 -

Bartın 9 5,214 57833.33 Kocaeli 1,207 - -

Çanakkale 70 20,497 29181.43 Mersin 250 - -

Giresun 420 236 -43.81 Muğla 45,312 197,225 335.26

Sakarya 6,308 - - Trabzon 3,003 4,552 51.58

Samsun 20,947 7,813 -62.70 Yalova 949 - -

Sinop - 11,602 - Other 512 6,319 1134.18

Total 89,291 921,748 932.30

In 2021, the foreign day visitors with the highest numbers to Türkiye were from the United 
States with 18,978 people (21.25%), the Philippines with 10,964 people (12.28%), and Ukraine 
with 10,816 people (12.11%). By 2022, the nationalities of day visitors were ranked as follows: 
the United States with 255,958 people (27.77%), the United Kingdom with 116,686 people 
(12.66%), and Germany with 98,653 people (10.70%).

Table 1.17  Distribution of foreign day-trippers by top 10 nationalities and rate of change (%), 2021-202238

Nationality 2021 2022 Rate of 
Change (%) Nationality 2021 2022 Rate of 

Change (%)
USA 18,978 255,958 1248.71 Spain 1,691 33,679 1891.66

Germany 2,172 98,653 4442.03 Israil 592 30,224 5005.41

Azerbaijan 3,487 2,779 -20.30 Italy 630 50,947 7986.83

Indonesia 2,770 4,186 51.12 Canada 1,124 31,819 2730.87

Philiphines 10,964 10,351 -5.59 Russia 10,663 40,023 275.34

France 1,158 21,313 1740.50 Ukraine 10,816 4,429 -59.05

Georgia 2,085 1,246 -40.24 Greece 1,818 23,573 1196.64

England 5,787 116,686 1916.35 Other 14,556 195,882 1245.71

Total 89,291 921,748 932.30

37 A short dash (-) indicates that data is not available. Cells highlighted in red indicate that the nationality in question was not among 
the top 10 nationalities with the highest number of visitors in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism, prepared by the authors. See: MoCT-YİGM, “2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, 
“2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”.

38 Cells highlighted in red indicate that the nationality in question was not among the top 10 nationalities with the highest number of 
visitors in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, prepared by the authors. See: MoCT-YİGM, 
“2021 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2021 Border Entry-Exit Statistics]”; MoCT-YİGM, “2022 Yılı Sınır Giriş-Çıkış İstatistikleri [2022 Border 
Entry-Exit Statistics]”.
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1.7.	 Health Tourism

Traveling to another country for healthcare services, other than one’s country of perma-
nent residence, is referred to as medical tourism. People have turned to other countries for 
healthcare services in order to receive better quality care, which has led to the emergence 
of the medical tourism sector. Many countries around the world are paying attention to the 
field of medical tourism, which could be a significant source of income.39 Türkiye has made 
efforts to position itself among these countries by setting goals and developing policies in 
this area.40 As a result, in 2022, Türkiye succeeded in becoming one of the top five countries 
in the world hosting the most medical tourists.41

One of Türkiye’s policies is the development of the “Health Türkiye” internet project through 
the Ministry of Health to promote medical tourism. Under this project, private hospitals, as 
well as public and university hospitals in Türkiye, can register in the system and promote their 
services. Foreigners seeking treatment in Türkiye can also make selections for cities, hospi-
tals, doctors, etc., through this website. Additionally, the site provides information about the 
Turkish healthcare system.42

The public institutions and organizations involved in medical tourism are primarily the Health 
Tourism Department (STDB) and the Incorporated Company of International Health Servic-
es (USHAŞ). While STDB is responsible for the authorization processes related to institutions 
and organizations providing services in the field of medical tourism,46 USHAŞ publishes data 
related to medical tourism through TURKSTAT. According to the data published by USHAŞ, 
395,019 people came to Türkiye for medical tourism in 2015, and this number increased to 
1,258,382 in 2022. Considering that the highest number of visitors, 701,046, came in 2018, the 
nearly doubling of the visitor numbers in 2022 can be interpreted as an indication that Tür-
kiye’s medical tourism capacity has developed. On the other hand, while it is a common be-
lief that people visiting Türkiye for medical tourism are primarily coming for hair transplants, 
a discussion with a USHAŞ official revealed that the data in Figure 1.7 does not include those 
coming for hair transplants.43

39 Oğuz Aydın, “Türkiye’de Alternatif Bir Turizm; Sağlık Turizmi [An Alternative Tourism in Türkiye: Health Tourism”, Karamanoğlu Mehmetbey 
Üniversitesi Sosyal ve Ekonomik Araştırmalar Dergisi, 14/23 (June 2012), 92-93; Ferhat Onur Ağaoğlu, Naim Karagöz, and Sezgin Zabun, 
“Sağlık Turizmi Uygulamaları ve Türkiye’ye Getirilerine İlişkin Bir Değerlendirme”, Cumhuriyet Üniversitesi İktisadi ve İdari Bilimler Dergisi, 
20/2 (November 2019), 430.

40 Republic of Türkiye Presidency of Strategy and Budget (SBB), “Onuncu Kalkınma Planı (2014-2018) Sağlık Turizminin Geliştirilmesi Programı 
Eylem Planı” accessed August 26, 2023.

41	 Sabah, “Türkiye Sağlık Turizminde İlk 5’in İçinde [Türkiye in the Top 5 in Health Tourism]” (April 19, 2022) accessed August 26, 2023.

42  Health Türkiye (HT), “About Us” accessed February 5, 2023.

43 The interview with a USHAŞ official was conducted by us in November 2022.
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Figure 1.8.  Distribution of visitors arriving in Türkiye within the scope of health tourism by year, 2015-202244

In 2022, a total of 1,258,382 visitors came to Türkiye for health and medical reasons, of which 
1,097,740 (87.23%) were foreign nationals and 160,642 (12.77%) were Turkish citizens residing 
abroad. Looking at the distribution of these visitors by quarter, 381,861 people (30.35%) ar-
rived in the fourth quarter, 310,203 people (24.65%) in the second quarter, 293,721 people 
(23.34%) in the first quarter, and 272,597 people (21.66%) in the third quarter. On the other 
hand, in terms of both total visitor numbers and foreign visitors, the highest number of for-
eign health tourists arrived in Türkiye during the fourth quarter, while for Turkish citizens re-
siding abroad, the first quarter was the period with the highest number of visitors. In the 
fourth quarter, the total number of health tourists arriving in Türkiye was 381,861, including 
341,355 foreign nationals (89.39%) and 40,506 Turkish citizens residing abroad (10.61%). In the 
first quarter, this number was 293,721, including 242,628 foreign nationals (82.60%) and 51,093 
Turkish citizens residing abroad (17.40%).

44  Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Health, the Incorporated Company of International Health Services (USHAŞ), “Sağlık Turizmi Verileri” ac-
cessed February 4, 2023.
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45 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “Geliş Nedenine Göre Çıkış Yapan 
Ziyaretçiler”.
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Regular migration refers to the process of people legally migrating from their country of per-
manent residence to another country with permission.1 According to Turkish law, the con-
cept of regular migration can be understood as individuals coming to Türkiye with a visa 
and passport, and obtaining residence, work, or other permits from the relevant authorities if 
they stay beyond the visa period. 2

In this section of the report, topics related to regular migration movements, including resi-
dence permits, work permits, foreign nationals studying in Türkiye, marriage, and divorce, are 
discussed. The statistics used in this section are from the Presidency of Migration Manage-
ment (GİB), the Ministry of Labor and Social Security (ÇSGB), the Ministry of National Educa-
tion (MEB), the Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT), the Council of Higher Education (YÖK), 
and various media sources.

The “residence permits” data shared by the Presidency of Migration Management (GİB) with 
the public has been used in this section. The published data includes information on the 
distribution of residence permits by type, as well as the distribution of residence permits is-
sued to the top 10 nationalities and by provinces. The relevant data can be accessed under 
the “residence permits” section in the “statistics” tab on the Presidency’s website. It should 
be particularly noted that the Presidecy does not provide a comprehensive data set, only 
sharing current statistics, which poses difficulties for researchers. Therefore, in this section, 
the statistics for the previous year were archived by the report authors after being published 
by GİB and have been evaluated within the scope of this study. On the other hand, the 
Presidency does not provide public data on certain types of residence permits. For example, 
there is no data available on long-term visas, victims of human trafficking, or humanitarian 
residence permits on the institution’s website.

The Ministry of Labor and Social Security (MoLSS) shares statistics on work permits granted 
to foreign nationals in Türkiye with the public, including valuable data such as the distribu-
tion of work permits by month, province, nationality, and educational status. This data can 
be accessed under the “foreign workers’ work permits statistics” section of the “official statis-
tics program” in the “statistics” tab on the Ministry’s website.

The Ministry of National Education (MEB) publishes data on foreign nationals in primary and 
secondary education through the Directorate General for Lifelong Learning (HBÖGM). These 
data can be accessed through the “monitoring and evaluation reports” section on the Di-
rectorate’s website. While the institution used to publish more detailed data in previous 
years, it appears that the scope of the 2022 statistics has been narrowed. Additionally, in 

1 Richard Perruchoud (ed.) & Jilyanne Redpath-Cross (ed.), Göç Terimleri Sözlüğü (PDF: UN IOM, (2013), 26.

2 YUKK, Art.3/1-ı.
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past years, statistics prepared by the Department of Migration and Education in Emergen-
cies were published monthly on the institution’s website, but these data have been restrict-
ed from public access, and are now only made available through “monitoring and evalua-
tion reports.” As a result, it can be said that the scope of data on foreign nationals’ primary 
and secondary education has diminished over the years. For example, while data related 
to various categories such as temporary protection and international protection were pub-
lished in previous years, the 2022 data only includes cumulative data, and the distribution of 
students by nationality in primary and secondary education was not provided. This situation 
makes it difficult for researchers to track changes over the years and conduct current situa-
tion assessments.

TURKSTAT is the primary data source for many of the topics in this section of the report. 
Data related to foreign nationals in Türkiye, housing sales, marriage and divorce statistics 
are shared by this institution. In addition to the aforementioned data, population statistics 
published by the institution were also used to create some of the maps included in the sec-
tion. Statistics on the foreign national population are accessed from the “Address-Based 
Population Registration System Results, 2022,” migration statistics on arrivals and departures 
to and from Türkiye are accessed from the “International Migration Statistics,” marriage and 
divorce statistics are accessed from the “Marriage and Divorce Statistics, 2022,” and statis-
tics on housing sales to foreigners are accessed from the “Housing Sales Statistics, Decem-
ber 2022” bulletin.

YÖK shares statistics on international students studying at higher education institutions in 
Türkiye, as well as international faculty members working at these institutions. The data on 
international students includes detailed statistics such as distribution by nationality, distri-
bution by university, and distribution by department. A similar situation exists for internation-
al faculty members, with statistics on their academic titles also available. The relevant data 
is shared through the Higher Education Information Management System (YBYS) managed 
by the Council. The relevant data was obtained from the “Higher Education Statistics” sec-
tion on the institution’s website.

Table 2.1.  Distribution of institutions by frequency of publishing data on regular migration and human 
mobilities

Institution Weekly Annually

Ministry of Labor and Social Security

Presidency of Migration Management

Ministry of National Education 

Turkish Statistical Institute

Council of Higher Education 
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2.1.	 Incoming and Outgoing Migration, and the Foreign Population in Türkiye

The first issue we will examine in this section, titled “Regular Migration and Human Mobil-
ities,” is the migration to and from Türkiye and the foreign national population in Türkiye. 
Figure 2.1 shows the migration of foreign nationals and Turkish citizens to and from Türki-
ye, along with net migration figures. In 2016, the number of people migrating to Türkiye was 
380,921, and by 2021, this number had risen to 739,364, reaching its peak, before decreas-
ing to 494,052 in 2022. Between 2016 and 2022, migration to Türkiye decreased in 2020 and 
2022. Looking at the distribution of people leaving Türkiye by year, in 2016, 177,960 people 
emigrated from Türkiye, while in 2022, this number increased to 466,914, reaching its peak. 
On the other hand, the only year between 2016 and 2022 in which net migration was nega-
tive was 2020. In 2020, the number of people leaving Türkiye exceeded the number of arriv-
als by 79,618. 
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Figure 2.1.  Distribution of immigration to, emigration from, and net migration in Türkiye by year, 2016-20223

3 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: the Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT), “İl-
lere ve Vatandaşlığa Göre Türkiye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)” accessed August 
7, 2023.
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When examining Figure 2.2, which shows the distribution of migrants to Türkiye by nation-
ality, in 2016, a total of 380,921 people migrated to Türkiye, including 107,052 Turkish citizens 
(28.10%) and 273,869 foreign nationals (71.90%). By 2022, the number of foreign nationals 
had increased to 399,643 (80.89%), while the number of Turkish citizens decreased to 94,409 
(19.11%). The year when the number of both types of migrants peaked was 2021. In 2021, the 
number of Turkish citizens migrating to Türkiye was 124,269 (16.81%), and the number of for-
eign nationals was 615,095 (83.19%). On the other hand, while the number of Turkish citizens 
migrating to Türkiye remained relatively stable between 2016 and 2022, there were rapid in-
creases and decreases in the number of foreign nationals.
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Figure 2.2.  Distribution of immigrants to Türkiye by nationality and year, 2016-2022 4

When examining the distribution of people leaving Türkiye by year, in 2016, a total of 177,960 
people emigrated from Türkiye, consisting of 69,326 Turkish citizens (38.96%) and 108,634 
foreign nationals (61.04%). By 2022, the number of Turkish citizens had increased to 139,531 
(29.88%), and the number of foreign nationals had reached 327,383 (70.12%), with a 466,914 
people leaving the country. On the other hand, the number of foreign nationals emigrat-
ing from Türkiye peaked in 2020 with 342,653 people, while the number of Turkish citizens 
reached its highest level in 2022 with 139,531 people.

4 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: the Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT), “İl-
lere ve Vatandaşlığa Göre Türkiye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”. 



35

TÜRKİYE MIGR ATION AND HUMAN MOBIL IT IES ANNUAL - 2022

 

69
,3

26 11
3,

32
6

13
6,

74
0

84
,8

63

77
,8

10

10
3,

61
3

13
9,

53
1

10
8,

63
4

14
0

,3
14 18

7,
17

8 24
5,

42
6

34
2,

65
3

18
4,

0
38

32
7,

38
3

17
7,

96
0 25

3,
64

0 32
3,

91
8

33
0

,2
89

42
0

,4
63

28
7,

65
1

46
6,

91
4

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

450,000

500,000

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Turkish Citizen Foreign National Total

Figure 2.3.  Distribution of emigrants from Türkiye by nationality and year, 2016-20225

In 2021, out of the 739,364 people who migrated to Türkiye, 383,984 (51.93%) were male and 
355,380 (48.07%) were female. In 2022, a total of 494,052 people migrated to Türkiye, with 
261,201 (52.87%) being male and 232,851 (47.13%) being female.

When examining the distribution of total migration to Türkiye by age groups, in 2021, 90,721 
people (12.27%) were in the 20-24 age group, 89,677 people (12.13%) in the 25-29 age group, 
and 79,082 people (10.70%) in the 30-34 age group. By 2022, these age groups were 60,040 
people (12.15%) in the 25-29 age group, 57,731 people (11.69%) in the 20-24 age group, and 
55,974 people (11.33%) in the 30-34 age group. A similar distribution is observed when con-
sidering the gender breakdown of migrants. In 2021, the age groups with the highest number 
of male migrants to Türkiye were 20-24 years with 51,110 people (13.31%), 25-29 years with 
47,561 people (12.39%), and 30-34 years with 40,280 people (10.49%).

In 2022, these age groups were 25-29 years with 31,916 people (12.22%), 20-24 years with 
31,154 people (11.93%), and 30-34 years with 29,754 people (11.39%). In 2021, the age groups 
with the highest number of male migrants to Türkiye were 20-24 years with 51,110 peo-
ple (13.31%), 25-29 years with 47,561 people (12.39%), and 30-34 years with 40,280 people 
(10.49%). In 2022, these age groups were 25-29 years with 31,916 people (12.22%), 20-24 years 
with 31,154 people (11.93%), and 30-34 years with 29,754 people (11.39%).

5 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “İllere ve Vatandaşlığa Göre Türki-
ye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”. 
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Table 2.2.  Distribution of immigration to Türkiye by age group, gender, and rate of change (%), 2021-20226

Age 
Group

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

  
Male

 
Female

Total
  

Male
 

Female

Total
  

Male
 

Female

Total

0-4 18,677 17,978 36,655 14,972 14,233 29,205 -19.84 -20.83 -20.32

5-9 20,308 19,201 39,509 14,043 13,281 27,324 -30.85 -30.83 -30.84

10-14 19,288 18,020 37,308 12,018 10,962 22,980 -37.69 -39.17 -38.40

15-19 35,961 26,149 62,110 24,251 19,204 43,455 -32.56 -26.56 -30.04

20-24 51,110 39,611 90,721 31,154 26,577 57,731 -39.05 -32.91 -36.36

25-29 47,561 42,116 89,677 31,916 28,124 60,040 -32.89 -33.22 -33.05

30-34 40,280 38,802 79,082 29,754 26,220 55,974 -26.13 -32.43 -29.22

35-39 33,799 33,877 67,676 25,126 22,017 47,143 -25.66 -35.01 -30.34

40-44 27,796 27,752 55,548 19,252 16,437 35,689 -30.74 -40.77 -35.75

45-49 23,064 23,234 46,298 15,089 13,041 28,130 -34.58 -43.87 -39.24

50-54 19,689 20,668 40,357 12,815 11,932 24,747 -34.91 -42.27 -38.68

55-59 17,012 17,914 34,926 10,731 10,314 21,045 -36.92 -42.42 -39.74

60-64 12,222 13,180 25,402 8,265 8,264 16,529 -32.38 -37.30 -34.93

65-69 8,796 8,438 17,234 6,064 5,960 12,024 -31.06 -29.37 -30.23

70-74 4,527 4,623 9,150 2,959 3,458 6,417 -34.64 -25.20 -29.87

75+ 3,894 3,817 7,711 2,792 2,827 5,619 -28.30 -25.94 -27.13

Total 383,984 355,380 739,364 261,201 232,851 494,052 -31.98 -34.48 -33.18

In 2021, out of the people leaving Türkiye, 160,216 (55.70%) were male and 127,435 (44.30%) 
were female. In 2022, the number of males increased to 260,245 (55.74%), while the number of 
females rose to 206,669 (44.26%). When examining the distribution of emigrants from Türki-
ye by age groups, the age groups with the highest number of departures in 2021 were 25-29 
years with 41,503 people (14.43%), 30-34 years with 35,508 people (12.34%), and 20-24 years 
with 33,258 people (11.56%). In 2022, the highest numbers of emigrants were in the 25-29 age 
group with 73,838 people (15.81%), the 30-34 age group with 62,742 people (13.44%), and the 
20-24 age group with 59,841 people (12.82%).

6 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “Yaş Grubu ve Cinsiyete Göre Türki-
ye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)” accessed August 7, 2023. The data published by 
TURKSTAT does not include any indication of whether the migrating population is foreign or Turkish citizens residing abroad. Therefore, 
it is assumed that both groups are included in these publicly shared statistics.
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Table 2.3.  Distribution of emigration from Türkiye by age group, gender, and rate of change (%), 2021-20227

Age 
Group

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

  
Male

 
Female

Total
  

Male
 

Female

Total
  

Male
 

Female

Total

0-4 5,214 4,848 10,062 7,442 7,096 14,538 42.73 46.37 44.48

5-9 8,528 7,932 16,460 12,343 11,596 23,939 44.73 46.19 45.44

10-14 7,607 7,286 14,893 11,185 10,620 21,805 47.04 45.76 46.41

15-19 8,419 6,686 15,105 14,766 10,704 25,470 75.39 60.10 68.62

20-24 20,689 12,569 33,258 37,894 21,947 59,841 83.16 74.61 79.93

25-29 24,649 16,854 41,503 44,751 29,087 73,838 81.55 72.58 77.91

30-34 19,685 15,823 35,508 35,558 27,184 62,742 80.64 71.80 76.70

35-39 16,681 13,232 29,913 27,403 22,011 49,414 64.28 66.35 65.19

40-44 13,721 10,738 24,459 20,752 17,271 38,023 51.24 60.84 55.46

45-49 10,577 8,248 18,825 15,138 13,208 28,346 43.12 60.14 50.58

50-54 7,833 6,654 14,487 11,346 11,072 22,418 44.85 66.40 54.75

55-59 5,992 5,330 11,322 8,097 8,864 16,961 35.13 66.30 49.81

60-64 3,880 4,072 7,952 5,445 6,700 12,145 40.34 64.54 52.73

65-69 2,658 2,865 5,523 3,872 4,335 8,207 45.67 51.31 48.60

70-74 1,966 2,188 4,154 2,113 2,505 4,618 7.48 14.49 11.17

75+ 2,117 2,110 4,227 2,140 2,469 4,609 1.09 17.01 9.04

Total 160,216 127,435 287,651 260,245 206,669 466,914 62.43 62.18 62.32

Map 2.1 depicts the distribution of foreign nationals who migrated to Türkiye by province. 
According to the map, every province in Türkiye has received international migrants, with the 
western provinces seeing the most migration. Furthermore, seven provinces received more 
than 10,000 foreign nationals, while 44 provinces had fewer than 1,000 foreign migrants.

7 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “Yaş Grubu ve Cinsiyete Göre Tür-
kiye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”. The data published by TURKSTAT does not in-
dicate whether the migrating population consists of foreign nationals or Turkish citizens residing abroad. Therefore, it is assumed that 
both groups are included in these publicly shared statistics.
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Map 2.1.  Distribution of foreign nationals immigrating to Türkiye by province, 20228

When looking at the provinces where Turkish citizens migrated to in Türkiye, it can be seen 
that there are six provinces where more than 2,500 Turkish citizens migrated, while 57 prov-
inces saw fewer than 1,000 Turkish citizens arriving.
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Map 2.2.  Distribution of Turkish citizens immigrating to Türkiye by province, 20229

The cities preferred by migrants for settlement in Türkiye are clearly dominated by Istanbul, 
Ankara, and Antalya, ranking among the top 10 cities. Particularly, Istanbul ranks first in both 
2021 and 2022, with over 500,000 migrants. In 2021, the highest number of migrants came to 
Istanbul with 353,141 people (47.76%), followed by Antalya with 60,293 people (8.15%) and Anka-
ra with 49,793 people (6.73%). In 2022, these cities were ranked as follows: Istanbul with 174,734 
people (35.37%), Antalya with 73,109 people (14.80%), and Ankara with 26,721 people (5.41%).

8 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “İllere ve Vatandaşlığa Göre Türki-
ye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”.

9 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “İllere ve Vatandaşlığa Göre Türki-
ye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”.
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In 2021, foreign nationals who migrated to Türkiye settled mostly in Istanbul with 333,821 peo-
ple (54.27%), followed by Antalya with 56,350 people (9.16%), and Ankara with 41,434 people 
(6.74%). By 2022, these cities were ranked as follows: Istanbul with 156,894 people (39.26%), 
Antalya with 69,441 people (17.38%), and Ankara with 19,544 people (4.89%). On the other 
hand, Turkish citizens migrating to Türkiye preferred different provinces. In 2021, the prov-
inces with the highest number of Turkish citizens migrating were Istanbul with 19,320 peo-
ple (15.55%), Ankara with 8,359 people (6.73%), and Konya with 5,589 people (4.50%). In 2022, 
the provinces with the highest number of Turkish migrants were Istanbul with 17,840 people 
(18.90%), Ankara with 7,177 people (7.60%), and Izmir with 4,902 people (5.19%).

Table 2.4.  Distribution of immigration to Türkiye by province and nationality, and rate of change (%), 
2021-202210

Province

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

Turkish 
Citizen

Foreign 
National Total Turkish 

Citizen
Foreign 
National Total Turkish 

Citizen
Foreign 
National Total

Ankara 8,359 41,434 49,793 7,177 19,544 26,721 -14.14 -52.83 -46.34

Antalya 3,943 56,350 60,293 3,668 69,441 73,109 -6.97 23.23 21.26

Aydın 2,794 2,976 5,770 2,114 4,873 6,987 -24.34 63.74 21.09

Bursa 2,916 17,307 20,223 2,381 16,729 19,110 -18.35 -3.34 -5.50

İstanbul 19,320 333,821 353,141 17,840 156,894 174,734 -7.66 -53.00 -50.52

İzmir 5,581 9,337 14,918 4,902 12,107 17,009 -12.17 29.67 14.02

Kocaeli 1,746 6,361 8,107 1,654 5,751 7,405 -5.27 -9.59 -8.66

Konya 5,589 6,810 12,399 3,260 4,581 7,841 -41.67 -32.73 -36.76

Mersin 2,139 15,618 17,757 1,841 17,118 18,959 -13.93 9.60 6.77

Muğla 1,674 6,247 7,921 1,519 12,899 14,418 -9.26 106.48 82.02

Sakarya 1,561 6,586 8,147 1,420 4,470 5,890 -9.03 -32.13 -27.70

Samsun 2,411 13,162 15,573 1,700 3,335 5,035 -29.49 -74.66 -67.67

Yalova 583 10,875 11,458 497 3,906 4,403 -14.75 -64.08 -61.57

Other 65,653 88,211 153,864 44,436 67,995 112,431 -32.32 -22.92 -26.93

Total 124,269 615,095 739,364 94,409 399,643 494,052 -24.03 -35.03 -33.18

When examining Map 2.3, which shows the distribution of foreign nationals migrating abroad 
from Türkiye in 2022 by province, it can be seen that there were four provinces where more 
than 10,000 foreign nationals departed, while 43 provinces saw fewer than 1,000 foreign 
nationals leaving.

10 Cells highlighted in red indicate that the province in question was not among the top 10 provinces with the highest migration in the rel-
evant year. Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “İllere ve Vatandaşlığa 
Göre Türkiye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”.
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Map 2.3.  Distribution of foreign nationals emigrating from Türkiye by province, 202211

The number of provinces where more than 10,000 Turkish citizens migrated abroad is 10, 
while 51 provinces saw fewer than 1,000 Turkish citizens leaving.
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Map 2.4.  Distribution of Turkish citizens emigrating from Türkiye by province, 202212

In 2021, the provinces with the highest number of people emigrating abroad were Istanbul 
with 101,350 people (35.23%), Ankara with 34,208 people (11.89%), and Antalya with 17,839 
people (6.20%). In 2022, these provinces were ranked as follows: Istanbul with 184,638 people 
(39.54%), Ankara with 45,552 people (9.76%), and Antalya with 31,166 people (6.67%).

In 2021, the provinces with the highest number of foreign nationals departing were Istan-
bul with 73,042 people (39.69%), Ankara with 25,068 people (13.62%), and Antalya with 14,437 
people (7.84%). In 2022, these provinces were ranked as follows: Istanbul with 145,706 people 

11 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “İllere ve Vatandaşlığa Göre Türki-
ye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”.

12 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “İllere ve Vatandaşlığa Göre Türki-
ye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”.
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(44.51%), Ankara with 33,328 people (10.18%), and Antalya with 26,861 people (8.20%). On the 
other hand, the provinces with the highest number of Turkish citizens emigrating abroad were 
Istanbul with 28,308 people (27.32%), Ankara with 9,140 people (8.82%), and Izmir with 6,234 
people (6.02%) in 2021. By 2022, these provinces saw the following departures: Istanbul with 
38,932 people (27.90%), Ankara with 12,224 people (8.76%), and Izmir with 8,318 people (5.96%).

Table 2.5.  Distribution of emigration from Türkiye by province and nationality, and rate of change (%), 
2021-202213

Province

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

Turkish 
Citizen

Foreign 
National Total Turkish 

Citizen
Foreign 
National Total Turkish 

Citizen
Foreign 
National Total

Adana 2,210 2,008 4,218 3,293 3,507 6,800 49.00 74.65 61.21

Ankara 9,140 25,068 34,208 12,224 33,328 45,552 33.74 32.95 33.16

Antalya 3,402 14,437 17,839 4,305 26,861 31,166 26.54 86.06 74.71

Bursa 2,937 4,901 7,838 4,065 5,442 9,507 38.41 11.04 21.29

İstanbul 28,308 73,042 101,350 38,932 145,706 184,638 37.53 99.48 82.18

İzmir 6,234 4,294 10,528 8,318 5,653 13,971 33.43 31.65 32.70

Kocaeli 1,966 2,494 4,460 2,801 3,461 6,262 42.47 38.77 40.40

Konya 2,983 2,232 5,215 3,622 3,298 6,920 21.42 47.76 32.69

Mersin 1,870 3,840 5,710 2,493 6,516 9,009 33.32 69.69 57.78

Muğla 1,285 3,155 4,440 1,681 3,832 5,513 30.82 21.46 24.17

Sakarya 953 3,439 4,392 1,167 4,661 5,828 22.46 35.53 32.70

Samsun 1,009 3,217 4,226 1,412 14,401 15,813 39.94 347.65 274.18

Yalova 343 3,380 3,723 526 6,221 6,747 53.35 84.05 81.22

Other 40,973 38,531 79,504 54,692 64,496 119,188 33.48 67.39 49.91

Total 103,613 184,038 287,651 139,531 327,383 466,914 34.67 77.89 62.32

In 2021 and 2022, the highest number of migrants to Türkiye came from the Middle East, 
Central Asia, Africa, and Eastern Europe. In 2021, the largest number of foreign nationals ar-
riving in Türkiye were from Iraq with 74,336 people (10.05%), Iran with 66,894 people (9.06%), 
and Uzbekistan with 39,999 people (5.41%). By 2022, these nationalities were ranked as fol-
lows: Russia with 99,786 people (20.20%), Ukraine with 32,465 people (6.57%), and Iran with 
25,802 people (5.22%).

Looking at the changes in the number of people arriving in Türkiye in 2022 compared to the 
previous year, the nationalities with the highest positive change were Ukraine with a 279.93% 
increase, followed by Russia with a 217.15% increase. The nationalities with the greatest neg-
ative change were Somalia with a decrease of 77.01%, Syria with a decrease of 66.06%, and 
Turkmenistan with a decrease of 63.80%.

13 Cells highlighted in red indicate that the province in question was not among the top 10 provinces with the highest migration in the rel-
evant year. Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “İllere ve Vatandaşlığa 
Göre Türkiye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”.
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Table 2.6.  Distribution of foreign nationals immigrating to Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and rate of 
change (%), 2021- 202214

Nationality

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

 
Male

 
Female

Total
 

Male
 

Female

Total
 

Male
 

Female

Total

Afghanistan 21,001 13,068 34,069 14,919 6,550 21,469 -28.96 -49.88 -36.98

Germany 7,017 6,167 13,184 6,167 5,310 11,477 -12.11 -13.90 -12.95

Azerbaijan 14,315 12,751 27,066 9,288 8,944 18,232 -35.12 -29.86 -32.64

Iraq 39,557 34,779 74,336 10,228 9,017 19,245 -74.14 -74.07 -74.11

Iran 33,758 33,226 66,984 12,560 13,242 25,802 -62.79 -60.15 -61.48

Kazakhstan 8,452 11,699 20,151 6,997 8,716 15,713 -17.21 -25.50 -22.02

Uzbekistan 15,290 24,709 39,999 5,660 9,458 15,118 -62.98 -61.72 -62.20

Russia 13,348 18,115 31,463 56,236 43,550 99,786 321.31 140.41 217.15

Somalia 8,201 7,232 15,433 1,926 1,622 3,548 -76.52 -77.57 -77.01

Syria 18,964 18,080 37,044 5,325 7,246 12,571 -71.92 -59.92 -66.06

Ukraine 2,494 6,051 8,545 10,331 22,134 32,465 314.23 265.79 279.93

Turkmenistan 13,635 10,830 24,465 4,055 4,801 8,856 -70.26 -55.67 -63.80

Other 187,952 158,673 346,625 117,509 92,261 209,770 -37.48 -41.85 -39.48

Total 383,984 355,380 739,364 261,201 232,851 494,052 -31.98 -34.48 -33.18

When examining the distribution of foreign nationals emigrating from Türkiye by nationali-
ty in the top 10, in 2021, the highest number of emigrants were from Iraq with 40,124 people 
(13.95%), Afghanistan with 12,321 people (4.28%), and Iran with 10,267 people (3.57%). By 2022, 
these nationalities were ranked as follows: Iraq with 65,406 people (14.01%), Iran with 34,563 
people (7.40%), and Uzbekistan with 22,894 people (4.90%).

Table 2.7.   Distribution of foreign nationals emigrating from Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and rate of 
change (%), 2021- 202215

Nationality

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

 
Male

 
Female

Total
 

Male
 

Female

Total
 

Male
 

Female

Total

Afghanistan 7,699 4,622 12,321 12,418 7,164 19,582 61.29 55.00 58.93

Azerbaijan 3,958 3,422 7,380 7,941 5,984 13,925 100.63 74.87 88.69

Iraq 22,283 17,841 40,124 35,379 30,027 65,406 58.77 68.30 63.01

14 Cells highlighted in red indicate that the province in question was not among the top 10 provinces with the highest migration in the rel-
evant year. Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “İllere ve Vatandaşlığa 
Göre Türkiye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”.

15 Cells highlighted in red indicate that the nationality in question was not among the top 10 nationalities with the highest migration 
from Türkiye in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, 
“Vatandaşlık Ülkesine Göre Türkiye’ye Gelen ve Türkiye’den Giden Göç, 2016-2022 (Uluslararası Göç İstatistikleri, 2022)”.
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Iran 5,564 4,703 10,267 18,750 15,813 34,563 236.99 236.23 236.64

Kazakhstan 1,327 1,805 3,132 3,080 4,098 7,178 132.10 127.04 129.18

Libya 4,179 2,539 6,718 3,937 2,783 6,720 -5.79 9.61 0.03

Egypt 3,428 1,791 5,219 2,470 1,369 3,839 -27.95 -23.56 -26.44

Uzbekistan 2,754 4,951 7,705 9,581 13,313 22,894 247.89 168.90 197.13

Russia 2,959 4,225 7,184 5,021 6,841 11,862 69.69 61.92 65.12

Somalia 2,673 2,164 4,837 5,747 4,755 10,502 115.00 119.73 117.12

Syria 5,418 4,097 9,515 4,210 2,802 7,012 -22.30 -31.61 -26.31

Turkmenistan 5,140 3,829 8,969 10,055 5,554 15,609 95.62 45.05 74.03

Other 92,834 71,446 164,280 141,656 106,166 247,822 52.59 48.60 50.85

Total 160,216 127,435 287,651 260,245 206,669 466,914 62.43 62.18 62.32

According to the data announced by TURKSTAT, by the end of 2022, there were a total of 
1,823,836 foreign nationals in Türkiye, with 902,124 (49.96%) males and 921,712 (50.04%) fe-
males. However, these numbers do not include Syrians in Türkiye under temporary protection 
status, those with visas or residence permits for less than three months. The relevant data 
includes those residing in Türkiye with residence and work permits, those under international 
protection, and blue card holders.

The number of foreigners who started residing in Türkiye before 2017 was 407,888, with 195,132 
males (47.84%) and 212,756 females (52.16%). By 2022, the number of foreigners who began 
residing in Türkiye increased to 408,027, with 209,675 males (51.39%) and 198,352 females 
(42.61%). Among the years shown in Figure 2.4, 2021 was the year with the highest number of 
foreigners starting to reside in Türkiye, with 410,761 individuals. Additionally, it is notable that 
in 2022, the number of males starting to reside (209,675) exceeded that of females (198,352).
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Figure 2.4.  Foreign nationals residing in Türkiye by year of settlement, 2017-202216

16 TCompiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: Türkiye İstatistik Kurumu (TURKSTAT), “Türkiye’de 
İkamet Etmeye Başladığı Yıla, Cinsiyete ve Yaş Grubuna Göre Yabancı Uyruklu Nüfus, 2022 (Adrese Dayalı Nüfus Kayıt Sistemi Sonuçları, 



44

GÖÇ AR AŞTIRMAL ARI VAKFI

According to the year of residence, the age groups of the foreign national population show 
the following distribution: In 2017 and earlier, the largest groups were 30-34 years with 47,182 
people (11.57%), 25-29 years with 46,274 people (11.34%), and 35-39 years with 41,659 peo-
ple (10.21%). By the end of 2022, these age groups were 25-29 years with 221,354 people 
(12.14%), 20-24 years with 210,958 people (11.57%), and 30-34 years with 209,223 people 
(11.47%). Based on this data, it can be said that the foreign national population in Türkiye 
“became younger” from 2017 to 2022. Moreover, the number of foreigners under the age of 
15 was 50,239 (12.32%) in 2017 and earlier, but by the end of 2022, this number had risen to 
305,671 (16.76%), which can be presented as evidence of the “youthening” of the foreign na-
tional population in Türkiye.

Table 2.8.  Distribution of foreign nationals residing in Türkiye by year of residence and age group, 2017-202217

Age 
Groups

2017 and 
Earlier

Unaccumulated
Total (By the 
End of 2022)2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

0-4 - 5,489 10,535 10,873 24,809 32,437 84,143

5-9 22,010 19,175 15,659 8,106 23,171 22,256 110,377

10-14 28,229 18,511 16,298 7,270 22,330 18,513 111,151

15-19 27,573 15,043 14,601 6,692 30,813 39,227 133,949

20-24 36,944 22,225 27,840 16,853 54,128 52,968 210,958

25-29 46,274 22,001 31,824 19,062 50,082 52,111 221,354

30-34 47,182 20,348 30,084 17,746 45,131 48,732 209,223

35-39 41,659 17,845 25,895 14,721 38,796 39,598 178,514

40-44 35,822 15,056 20,875 11,721 30,734 27,214 141,422

45-49 30,069 11,365 16,063 9,156 23,819 19,769 110,241

50-54 26,171 9,294 13,089 7,808 20,045 16,231 92,638

55-59 21,858 7,256 10,115 6,479 16,444 13,391 75,543

60-64 14,975 5,283 7,552 4,865 12,893 10,938 56,506

65-59 11,577 4,197 5,550 3,460 9,053 7,658 41,495

70-74 8,569 2,275 3,163 1,639 4,718 4,021 24,385

75+ 8,976 1,821 3,048 1,334 3,795 2,963 21,937

Total 407,888 197,184 252,191 147,785 410,761 408,027 1,823,836

When examining the distribution of the foreign national population in Türkiye by national-
ity, based on the year of residence (without accumulation), in 2021, the largest number of 
foreign nationals starting to reside in Türkiye were from Iraq with 46,919 people (11.42%), Iran 
with 39,455 people (9.61%), and Afghanistan with 30,677 people (7.47%). By 2022, these na-
tionalities were ranked as follows: Russia with 99,898 people (24.48%), Ukraine with 32,539 
people (7.97%), and Iran with 25,997 people (6.37%).

2022)” accessed August 24, 2023.

17 Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: TURKSTAT, “Türkiye’de İkamet Etmeye Başladığı 
Yıla, Cinsiyete ve Yaş Grubuna Göre Yabancı Uyruklu Nüfus, 2022 (Adrese Dayalı Nüfus Kayıt Sistemi Sonuçları, 2022)”.
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Table 2.9.  Distribution of foreign nationals residing in Türkiye by year of residence and top 10 national-
ities, 2017-202218

Nationality

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

 
Male

 
Female

Total
 

Male
 

Female

Total
 

Male
 

Female

Total

Afghanistan 18,239 12,438 30,677 16,618 8,174 24,792 -8.89 -34.28 -19.18

Germany 6,303 5,503 11,806 6,175 5,315 11,490 -2.03 -3.42 -2.68

Azerbaijan 8,867 8,735 17,602 9,328 8,977 18,305 5.20 2.77 3.99

Iraq 24,300 22,619 46,919 11,606 10,350 21,956 -52.24 -54.24 -53.20

Iran 18,733 20,722 39,455 12,667 13,330 25,997 -32.38 -35.67 -34.11

Kazakhstan 5,701 8,130 13,831 7,012 8,730 15,742 23.00 7.38 13.82

Uzbekistan 7,492 14,970 22,462 5,681 9,475 15,156 -24.17 -36.71 -32.53

Russia 9,255 13,036 22,291 56,294 43,604 99,898 508.25 234.49 348.15

Syria 14,253 14,787 29,040 5,539 7,446 12,985 -61.14 -49.64 -55.29

Ukraine 1,383 4,040 5,423 10,378 22,161 32,539 650.40 448.54 500.02

Turkmenistan 11,111 9,396 20,507 4,104 4,843 8,947 -63.06 -48.46 -56.37

Other 76,736 74,012 150,748 64,273 55,947 120,220 -16.24 -24.41 -20.25

Total 202,373 208,388 410,761 209,675 198,352 408,027 3.61 -4.82 -0.67

The Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT), which publishes foreign national population sta-
tistics in Türkiye, includes individuals with residence permits, work permits, those under inter-
national protection, and blue card holders who have renounced Turkish citizenship. How-
ever, categories such as temporary protection and tourism are excluded from the scope 
of these statistics. According to the data published by TURKSTAT, in 2021, there were a to-
tal of 1,792,036 foreign nationals in Türkiye, with 890,857 males (49.71%) and 901,179 females 
(50.29%). In 2022, the total number of foreign nationals in Türkiye was 1,823,836, with 902,124 
males (49.46%) and 921,712 females (50.54%). 

When examining the distribution of foreign nationals in Türkiye by nationality, in 2021, the 
largest foreign national populations were from Iraq with 322,015 people (17.97%), Afghanistan 
with 183,567 people (10.24%), and Iran with 128,883 people (7.19%). By 2022, these nationali-
ties were ranked as follows: Iraq with 275,305 people (15.09%), Afghanistan with 186,160 peo-
ple (10.21%), and Russia with 151,049 people (8.28%). On the other hand, the nationalities with 
the highest number of males were Iraq with 166,675 people (18.71%), Afghanistan with 106,625 
people (11.97%), and Turkmenistan with 65,140 people (7.31%) in 2021. In 2022, these nation-
alities were ranked as follows: Iraq with 140,973 people (15.63%), Afghanistan with 109,123 

18 Cells highlighted in red indicate that the nationality in question was not among the top 10 nationalities with the highest number of peo-
ple starting to reside in Türkiye in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. 
See: Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT), “Türkiye’de İkamet Etmeye Başladığı Yıla, Cinsiyete ve Vatandaşlık Ülkesine Göre Yabancı 
Uyruklu Nüfus, 2022 (Adrese Dayalı Nüfus Kayıt Sistemi Sonuçları, 2022)” accessed August 24, 2023.
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people (12.10%), and Russia with 75,060 people (8.32%). The nationalities with the highest 
number of females were Iraq with 155,340 people (17.24%), Afghanistan with 76,942 people 
(8.54%), and Iran with 64,136 people (7.12%) in 2021. By 2022, these nationalities were ranked 
as follows: Iraq with 134,332 people (14.57%), Afghanistan with 77,037 people (8.36%), and 
Russia with 75,989 people (8.24%).

Table 2.10.  Distribution of foreign nationals residing in Türkiye by top 10 nationalities and gender, 2021-202219

Nationality

2021 2022 Rate of Change (%)

 
Male

 
Female

Total
 

Male
 

Female

Total
 

Male
 

Female

Total

Afghanistan 106,625 76,942 183,567 109,123 77,037 186,160 2.34 0.12 1.41

Germany 50,203 52,389 102,592 54,532 55,921 110,453 8.62 6.74 7.66

Azerbaijan 31,490 37,072 68,562 31,558 37,326 68,884 0.22 0.69 0.47

Iraq 166,675 155,340 322,015 140,973 134,332 275,305 -15.42 -13.52 -14.51

Iran 64,747 64,136 128,883 56,827 60,199 117,026 -12.23 -6.14 -9.20

Kazakhstan 15,927 23,527 39,454 18,845 26,685 45,530 18.32 13.42 15.40

Uzbekistan 23,085 48,060 71,145 18,691 43,063 61,754 -19.03 -10.40 -13.20

Russia 25,170 41,616 66,786 75,060 75,989 151,049 198.21 82.60 126.17

Syria 56,555 47,999 104,554 51,385 47,975 99,360 -9.14 -0.05 -4.97

Turkmenistan 65,140 58,825 123,965 59,037 57,410 116,447 -9.37 -2.41 -6.06

Ukraine 5,225 18,152 23,377 13,977 36,380 50,357 167.50 100.42 115.41

Other 280,015 277,121 557,136 272,116 269,395 541,511 -2.82 -2.79 -2.80

Total 890,857 901,179 1,792,036 902,124 921,712 1,823,836 1.26 2.28 1.77

Looking at the distribution of foreigners across provinces in Türkiye, it can be seen that 
foreign nationals are present in all 81 provinces. The number of provinces with more than 
100,000 foreign nationals is three (Ankara, Antalya, and Istanbul), while the number of prov-
inces with more than 25,000 foreign nationals is nine. Additionally, there are 42 provinces 
where the number of foreign nationals living ranges from 1,000 to 10,000, and 13 provinces 
have fewer than 1,000 foreign nationals.

19 Cells highlighted in red indicate that the nationality in question was not among the top 10 nationalities with the highest number of for-
eign nationals in Türkiye in the relevant year. Compiled from the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, prepared by the authors. See: 
Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT), “Vatandaşlık Ülkesine Göre Yabancı Nüfus (Adrese Dayalı Nüfus Kayıt Sistemi Sonuçları, 2022)” 
accessed February 5, 2023.


























































































































































































































































































